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Uur consgnsus, most i1mportanitly, 1% Chat even as our
community grows, it shall continue to support its children
and share the responsibility of maintaining quality
education.




Statement to AASD Board of Education -
May 14, 1990

My name is Janice fQuinlan, 322 South Ct., Appleton. 1 speak
tonight as League of Women Voters president and as
participant in this weekend’'s retreat. I'd like to applaud
the Bpard of Education for choosing to address the
enrollment crisis through the consensus-building process of
"conflict resolution.” 1°'d like to thank the Board for
including the League in this process. It was an experience
I won't forget.

Citizen involvement and consensus building are cornerstones
of our philosophy in the League of Women Voters.
Nonetheless I felt this retreat might challenge even those
"tried and true" concepts.

It was clear from the beginning of the retreat that we
participants represented vastly different points of view on
this issue. There were individuals who worked very hard to
encourage the public to vote yes; there were individuals who
worked just as hard to encourage a no vote. There were the
professional administrators and teachers who have studied
and lived with the problems day to day, as well as those who
came with no direct experience but ready to learn more.
There were parents of children of all ages, preschool
through adult, those who are not parents as well as members
of the parochial school community. There were
representatives of this Board who will ultimately be
entrusted with acctountability for the decision.

The process of conflict resclution accomplished an
incredible feat. It allowed us to drop, as much as was
humanly possible, these "differences" and focus on the
fundamental values we shared: the welfare of our children
and of our community.

I'd 1ike to urge those who examine what we did last weekend
to see it NOT as a compramise; MNOT as a '"deal." It is
neither. Instead it is a true CONSENSUS, a shared
conviction, reached by all of us, regardless of ocur
perspectives. Our consensus is that the problem in our
elementary schools is acute and urgent. Our consensus is
that this building proposal is the solution to that problem.

Our consensus, most importantly, is that even as our
community grows, it shall continue to support its childeren
and share the responsibility of maintaining guality
education.
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entrusted with accountability for the decision.
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elementary schools is acute and urgent. QOur consensus is
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community grows, it shall continue to support its children
and share the responsibility of maintaining quality
education.
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Appleton Area School District

Jerry L. Patterson, Ph.D.
Superintendent of Schools

May 16, 1990

Ms. Jan Quinlan
322 South Court
Appleton, WI 54914

Dear Jan:

T want to take this opportunity to thank you once again for so willingly giving
your time, talent and emotions to making Appleton a terrific place to live and
learn. We are so fortunate to be part of a community with a fierce sense of
pride. And the steps taken last weekend give us even more reasons to say,
"Appleton's a Winner!"

I look forward to continuing our relationship of trust, openness and candor.,

120 E. Harris Street « P.O. Bpx 2019 ¢ Appleton, W1 54913-2019 ¢ 414-735-6126



fuY THE LEAGUFE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

June 20, 1920
Editor, The Post—-Crescent

For years we ve all observed signs of unprecedented growth
in this community...neighborhoods where cornfields once
stood...ribbon-cutting ceremonies for new business and
industry. In the Appleton area schools this growth has
created a crisis that students, teachers, and administrators
must live with each day: too many children, not enoughb
classrooms.

A few weeks ago I had the privilege to participate in a two-
day workshop retreat focussing on this enrollment crisis.
The participants represented varied segments of our
comnmunity: retired persons, parochial school parents and
educators, public school parents and educators, individuals
who are not parents, representatives of business and
industry.

We were all taxpayers and we were all voters in the last
school building referendum in April. The leaders of the NO
vote campaign were there, as were the leaders of the YES
vote campaign. We talked taxes, children, and the Appleton
area’'s future.

As you can imagine there were some areas where we did not
agree,

Yet the areas where we DID agree were fundamental: 1. We
agreed that children in our community need to be a
continuing pricrity even as we experience growth. Z2. We
agreed that our entire community’'s health depends on the
health of its school system. 3. We agreed there’'s an
urgent need to build two new elementary schools and add on
to five other grade schools AS 500N A5 POSSIBLE to maintain
our education system.

These areas of agreement are powerful evidence that we DO
value education in this community.

As voters educate themselves for the special June 26th
election attempting to solve this part of the enrollment
crisis, it is important to realize that we agreed: gur
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THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

September 22, 1990

Peoples Forum
The Post-Crescent

Editor, The Peoples Forum

First, the League of Women Voters of Appleton commends
both David Stoehr and Nancy Jones for their commitment to
Public service demonstrated by their application to become
Appleton 13th Ward alderman. We encourage more citizens of
every background to run for elected office.

Unfortunately that Common Counciil election has
generated some misrepresentations abput the League and about
turrent alderman who list the League of Women Voters in
their background. Please allow me to clear the record:

1. League members whg serve as elected officials represent
only their constituents NEVER the League. Our nonpartisan
policy expressly prohibits the League from supporting
Candidates AT ANY TIME ang does not permit League board
members to hold public office. Though we encourage our
members to run for elected office as a service to their
community, we exercise no control over those members, nor do
we aid them in their campaigns.

members to study issues carefully and objectively before
voting. With active Republican and Democratic League

members on our roster, even at our meetings we re not afraid
to disagree.

3. League has NO hidden agenda. The League of Women Voters
does take stands on issues that we have thoroughly studied
and upon which we' ve reached consensus. This yvyear gur local
advocacy item is recycling. We are currently studying
mental health services, town government and city
manager/city administrator, As always we re working hard to
Encourage all citizens to register and vote. Though the
League can provide information and insight it mponetheless
has no control over any elected official.



The irony, of course, is that participation in a
nonpartisan orgamization which enhances ones knowledge and
understanding of government would be seen as "detrimental”
to any candidate. League members believe good government
starts with elected officials who are well-versed in local
issues, but can exercise critical thinking and leadership.

Is this what the "privately speaking" alderm@én were
worried about?

We invite each alderman who is not a League member to
join our organization to strengthen these skills. Our phone
number is 738-77646. Though the League was formed 70 years
ago to help womern gain the understanding necessary to cast
an infarmed vote, we now welcome men as members. Marny men
share in our commitment to critical thinking, consensus
building, and knowledge of government as excellent skills
for public service.

Janice Quinlan, president
League of Women Voters - Appleton
322 South Court, Appleton



October 5, 1990
Dear Appleton Alderman,

The League of Women Voters of Appleton would like to take
this opportunity to thank you for the cooperation and
respect you've demonstrated in the past to our organization.
Having watched you in action, we feel we understand the
demands of your commitment to public service.

Yet we also feel the events of the past few weeks have
indicated that some Council members are unclear about the
role the League of Women Voters plays in local government.

We've taken the liberty of sending you some basic
information about the League in Appleton. Please take a few
minutes to look it over with special attention to these
tenets of our organization:

LEAGUE SERVES IN THE COMMUNITY INTEREST: We have an agenda:
to inform and involve all citizens in the democratic
process. This means "getting out the vote" but also
studying issues of importance to the community. The
statements we make to elected officials are always in the
community interest NOT our own.

LEAGUE IS A TRAINING GROUND: We don't train our members WHAT
to think, but instead how to make informed decisions, build
consensus and effectively resolve conflicts. We're
convinced these skills are critical for effective leadership
not only in government but in business, industry and
persecnal matters.

LEAGUE IS FOR EVERYONE: Somewhere along the way we've been
categorized into pigeonholes. NOT TRUE. We welcome all
ages, both sexes, any political background toc our
organization. The more diverse we are, the better able we
are to reflect the community...and we feel we're already
guite diverse.

The fact that all women Council members are or have been
League members is proof in itself of both our diversity and
our strength in leadership training. We know that these
women are as diverse as their male counterparts and their
voting record proves it. :

League members do not want a Council composed of similar
people with similar backgrounds. We trust you feel the
same.



Please call me if you'd like to discuss any of these
matters. Otherwise we hope that we can put these issues
behind us and get on with the business of government,
without this baggage.

Sincerely,
Jan Quinlan, president

League of Women Voters of Appleton
734-4808



Address to Outagamie County Board
regarding 1991 Executive Budget
October 29,1990:

My name is Beth English, 1328 W. Pine Street, Appleton,
Vice President of the Appleton League of Women Voters.

I'd like to take this opportunity to commend the County
Board and those responsible in the city of Appleton for nego-
tiating a cooperative enhanced 911 system. The countywide
E911 makes sense fiscally and, undoubtedly, benefits the
public safety.

The League would like to complement the County for taking
the lead in recycling. Due to the sheer volume of recycleable
materials necessary for a cost effective operation, it only '
seems logical that the County coordinate the efforts of the
local municipalities. We recognize the fact that since the
locf1ls will be turning over their state recycling money to the
County, there is a real need for a full time recycling coor-
dinator to manage contracts and oversee the MRF. We would like
to see the County make citizen education a priority--as clean,
useable, recycleable material can keep costs down. We will
continue to encourage the County to form alliances with neigh-
boring counties to create markets for our recycleables.

The stress of increased caseloads as well as more diverse,
more serious problems seen in our youth has created an obvious
need for more social workers in the Social Services Budget.
Perhaps by addressing problems with our youth, we can prevent
a lifetime of funding a dysfunctional adult.

Time and time again, the problem of affordable housing
has been identified as a major problem in the Fox Valley. The
League's position has bheen to advocate feasible programs for
low income and special needs housing to relieve the housing
shortage. We see this as a special challenge for Outagamie
County as dwindling Federal prégram funds must be replaced.

Once again,I'd like to commend the County Board, the
County Executive, and the department heads for putting to-
gether a good budget, that holds the line on spending, yet
provides County residents the services we've come to expect.



STATEMENT AT CITY OF APPLETON PUBLIC BUDGET HEARIﬁG
October 29, 1990

My name is Janice Quinlan, 322 South Court, Appleton. I
speak tonight as president of the League of Women Voters of
Appleton. This statement in made in the community interest
and is based on studies the League has done in the past.

The League of Women Voters would first like to commend the
City on its budget document. We find it to be a clear,
highly readable budget. Changes made over the past few
years improve the public's ability to understand the money
budgeted to departments, projects and capital debt.

The League supports strong emphasis on recycling in waste
management decisions. Last year we studied recycling issues
in our area. We are pleased to see the City of Appleton now
taking action to reduce the amount of waste entering our
landfill by instituting curbside pickup of newspapers. We
are also pleased to see the city and county communicating
and cooperating on this vital area of concern. What remains
is a need to educate the public through active outreach
programs on the importance of waste reduction.

The League supports the economic shift this year's budget
reflects in hiring city health nurses rather than
contracting for their services. As we understand it, this
action provides more hours of city nursing service at the
same cost to taxpayvers. It also allows more flexibility and
administrative contrel by the city since nurses can be hired
and managed directly rather than through an intervening
agency.

The League opposes cutting money allocated for library
acquisitions particularly in the children's department. The
library works hard to provide programs for children and its
foundation DOES help with acquisitions. But when we are
forced to turn children away from library programs because
of funding problems, we need to reexamine our commitment to
this community service.

The League believes the City Park and Recreation Commission
should show leaderhip by concentrating on formation of
policy and long-range planning, especially now when the city
as a whole faces increasing funding problems. This must be
a proactive rather than a reactive task.

We continue to encourage that user fees be charged adults on
recreation programs to recover 100% of those programs'
costs, and that nontaxpaying nonresident participants should
pay a substantially higher user fee. At the same time we
encourage fees for children's programs to be low enough to
insure maximum participation. Programs and facilities for



adults and children need evaluation, both in terms of their
quality and usefulness, and against other city priorities.

Finally, the League wants once more to go on record as
supporting long range planning for the City of Appleton. As
our city grows we need to analyze both the advantages and
the costs our growth may bring. Growth both within the city
and at our borders impacts on every Appleton citizen: our
community resources, our accessibility to services, our
gquality of life.

In city government this means we need a strong centralized
planning department whose goals are based on community
objectives NOT politics. It also means communication and
cooperation in planning functions between the city, the
counties, surrounding towns and municipalities. When we
plan together for the future, we can better anticipate
problems and avoid unnecessary costs to us all.

Thank you for your thoughtful deliberation on this year's
budget, for giving us an opportunity to share our reactions
to this budget...and for scheduling this hearing a full hour
after the start of the County Budget Hearing tonight.



My name is Janice Quinlan, 322 ¢suth Court, Appleton and I
speak tonight as president of the League of Women Voters.
The League of Women Voters of Appleton was one of the forces
working to initiate a Gifted and Talented program in this
school system. You have now a chance to examine and perhaps
even approve the long range direction snd purpose of this
jmportant program after its first several years in ithe
schools.

The League urges you Lo look in depth at both the progran
and its philosophy before granting your approval. Although
we too are anxious to see the Gifted and Talented prodram
become a Board-approved reality, we have sSome serious
concerns about the long-range report and the direction this
program would take if that report is adopted at this time.

We opponse strongly the recommendations that the Gifted and
Talented program be expanded to include younger children.
Current research overwhelmingly supports the concept that
environment rather than native ability determines a child’s
readiness and mastery of concepte in the early primary
grades. Project HeadStart statistics confirm the clear role
that environment plays in school success at this age level.

Therefore the problems inherent in identifying gifted
children are accentusted at this age. Often children with
early academic opportunities and special preschool
experiences are mistaken for gifted. This discriminates
against those children who have not had these advantages. We
would actually be "tracking” at the age level where it 1is
most difficult to sort out native ability from environmental
factors. -

The League DOES support the recommendation to bring its
staff trained in Gifted and Talented Education into the
regular class room - not only for those students identified
as gifted - but for all. Many of the teaching methods used
now in the Apex program would greatly benefit all students
regardless of their "gifts.” Thus we would serve more of the
school age population.

We would also guard against the danger of NOT identifying
certain gifted and talented students with this emphsasis.

The gifted and talented students hardest to identify are
often those most in need of the program. Their needs are
different from those students who already excel in the
school system. If we decide we are committed to some sort of
pull-out, pull-together program, we need to make sure that
the identificsation process does not leave some students even
more disenfranchised than before.

{osk . .
Please c&gséagr these concerns carefully as you consider
adoption of this progran.



Public Hearing of the Ad Hoc Committeeon ECWRPC
January 15, 1991 :

My: name is Beth English,vicepresident of the Appleton League
of Women Voters. I'd like to thank the Ad Hoc Committee for
regquesting public input before issuing it's recommendations

to the rest of the County Board.

The League of Women Voters believes the county, within the
organizational framework of the state, is the proper local
government agency to coordinate and pay for regional planning
on behalf of all county municipalities. The County Planning
Department deals with economic development, land use, and en-
vironmental issues,but becomes ineffective when dealing with
issues that transcend county lines. Since the urban areas of
Outagamie County generally cross county lines, it is necessary
that effective planning include a regiconal framework for com-
munication with those other counties.

While the urban municipalities may be able to form a coalition
of governments for the purpose of planning, an urban commission
would lack authority from the state to deal with large scale
regional issues. An agency composed of urban communities
would primarily concentrate on urban issues. It could not
address planning issues affecting municipalities outside its
membership.

That brings us back to the question of East Central Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commission. There seems to be differing
opinion cohcerning the fate of East Central should Outagamie
County withdraw its membership. It seems clear that due to

the continued economic growth of the Fox River Valley area



good so0lid planning must not be compromised as this debate
continues. The planning for transportation and areawide sewer
service that East Central provides as a state designated agency
must not be jeopardized. We ask that Outagamie County try to
work with East Central and the State to find solutions to

the administrative areas it finds fault with; or, that Outa-
gamie County explore coptions outside East Central only in the

context that some form of organized regicnal planning take

— =T

its place. Good planning is the key to efficient use of public

funds.



Statement to Appleton Common Council
January 22, 1991

My name is Beth English, 1328 W. Pine Street, Appleton. I
speak tonight as vice-president of the Appleton League of
Women Voters,

The LLeague of Women Voters feels you bhave an important vote
before you tonight. The proposed reorganization of Planning
and Community Services would, in our opinion, strengthen the
efficiency and communication of important government
functions. We urge you to vote in favor of the proposed
reovganization.

Comprehensive planning administered by a strong centralized
planning department is fundamental to good government in a
city of aAppleton’s size and facing our growth. Certainly
elected officials are responsible for the final decisions
concerning planning. But comprehensive planning must be
based on community goals and objectives NOT politics. A
strong planning department provides those resources
necessary for our elected officials to make decisions for
the good of the whole community.

Any reorganization that weakens planning functions will, we
feel, have far-reaching consequenses.

The Department of Community Development as presented in the
proposal you have before you tonight WILL continue the
Priorities of comprehensive planning so important to our
growing city. At the same time it addresses some problems
of fragmentation existing in our present department system.
It is our belief this proposal will strenghten departmental
cooperation, communication and effiency.

Furthermore, economic development, while one function of a
planning department, should NOT be its only emphasis. 1In
our area, economic development SHOULD be sought by regicnal
organizations such as the Fox Cities Chamber of Commerce,
East Central Planning or the Fox Cities Convention and
Tourism Bureau. Cooperation with neighboring communities
NOT competition should be our ultimate governmental and
economic goal.

Therefore, we support the reorganization before you tonight.
It represents, we feel, a common sense answer that will
further good government in our city.

Thank you for this opportunity to share our views.



February 6,1991
My name is Beth English, 1328 West Pine S5t. I am vice-
president of the Appleton League of Women Voters., I'd like to
speak to the Purdy Annexation.

The League views growth not as a good in itself, but as an
inevitable pressure on the region. It woﬁld seem that a large
potential for growth lies to the north of Appleton. Annexation
is a mechanism for managing this growth.

Action should be taken now to prevent future problems with
growth. Our members support preserving and protecting the
environment. Development of the Purdy property will result in
intensive uses requiring urban services. Annexation can pre-
vent future problems by concentrating on long range planning
for sewers, drainage, and transportation. We prefer %to see
sanitation and zoning laws enforced, environmental and public
health problems addressed, and adeguate services provided to
maintain and improve water quality.

The City has the ability to accomplish all of these things
through its resources. At the same time the City. can benefit
from a strengthened city tax base.

We appreciate the aldermen's caution in wanting to explore
all aspects of a development that "looks good on paper"”. Those
same Council members have been asking tough questions. We feel
the long range benefits of this annexation outweigh the concerns
expressed about its proposed development. We would like to
suggest that when the time comes to contract with the developer,
the costs of services be equitably shared with the users.

The City Council and staff are to be commended for the
time and effort spent looking at both the benefits as well

as the costs of this annexation petition. Thank you for

allowing me this Cpportunity to speak to this issue



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

(!

April 23, 1991

Dear

As vice president of the Appleton League of Women Voters, I'd like
to take this opportunity to comment on the Governor's 1991-93
budget. I feel Governor Thompson's budget makes significant cuts
in women's and children's programs. Cuts that once again cause
children to be the victims.

Domestic Abuse prodrams are receiving the recognition locally that
the programs offered are successfully healing families. We as a
State need to expand these shelters 50 that more familles are pro-
tected from abuse and the violent spouse gets the treatment neces-
sary to become functional again. We'd like to see funding fFor
domestic violence programs and shelters increased in this budget.
We would like fundsg appropriated to support AODA counseling for
pregnant women and mothers, and support services for thelr depen-
dent children.

The League of Women Voters supports programs to prevent teen
pregnancy. We support additional funding to the Adolescent
Pregnancy Prevention and Services Board; but, we oppose moving
the program to DH&SS where staff is already insufficient for
pregnancy programs. We support keeping APPS Board with its inde-
pendent staff.

Finally, full time funding is necessary for human growth and
development education positions at CESA and DPI. If the legis-
lature mandates these programs, funding must follow.

Thank you for your attention.

Beth English, Vice-President
Appleton League of Women Voters

cc., State League
SEnator Gary George
Assemblyman Barbara Linton
Senator Mike Ellis
Senator Slan Lasee
Assemblyman David Prosser



1328 w. rine St.
Appleton, Wisconsin
May 15,1991

Editor, whe Post Crescent
306 West Washington st.
Appletou, Wisconsin

Dear Mr. Walter,

Statewide cost controls proposed 1n Governor Tommy Thompson's

State Budget will have a devistating effect on education in
Appleton. The yovernor has proposed freezing the egualization

and integration aid formulas in 1991-92. His budget provides

that each school district will receive the same amount of
eaqualization aid and integration aid that it received in 1990-91
plus 2.9% imcrease. There is no allowance :n the governor's budget
for enrollment .ncreases, suchas those coccuring in Appleton.

At the Appleton Board of Education meeting Monday night., parents
and students heard chat ctne administration has been forced to make
major concessions in programs just to meet basic ueeds of all
Appleton area students. Already cut has bheen gpecial services
staff by 10%, and summer school enrichment classes for elemen-
tary and junior high pupils. Spending freezes :n more than 20
programs have been recommended in order to meet the estimated

$1.5 million in reductions coming from the State.

It's not too late to influence the Legislature pefore the final
passage or Governor Thompson's wudget. AB-91 1s before the
Joint Finance Committee of the State Legislature at tnis time.
It is imperative that we make uvur aneeds known to our representa-
tives before passage of this pudget. Appleton area students
stand tv loose the most under these cost control measures simply
because of our rising enrollment, and staffing needs for those
ueW students.

The Joint Finance Committee has designated its study groups.
Members are Representatives Mary Hubler and senator Czarnezki,
co-chairs, and Representatives Joe Wineke and mMary Panzer and
Senators Jauch and Joseph Leean. Use cne toll free Legislative
Hotline 1-800-362-9696, or address « ietter to your representa-
tive at the State Capitol, Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7882.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

/{'ITLL_ (il e~
Beth English
Pregident
Appleton League of
Women Voters



County Board Meeting September 24, 1991

Beth English, President, Appleton League of Women Voters.

Qutagamie County, after tonight's vote, will have the
dubious distinction of having the largest county board in the
nation. Winnebago and Brown Counties have plans which reduce
their sizes to 38 and 24 respectively. Yet, mandates were met
by the county redistricting committee and public input was
important in the redistricting process.

Municipal leaders and interested public were presented

with all proposed redistricting plans at a public hearing in May.

Surprisingly, the plan favored by the redistricting committee
was set aside at that public hearing in favor of the smaller
39 seat board. We thank the redistricting committee for recog—
nizing the importance of citizen participation in this process.

In this case, access t9 the plans made a difference.

Jles Lamgenr. 87 miwbuxa it <o ATt
I'd-aiso like to encourage the County Board to take a new
tevkeeglat ity AT TR

look at the,ad Hoc committee on the structure of the Count

7/ Y
Board}é recommendsbions., A fresh committee structure could
eliminate duplicaticon of jurisdictions among committees,
distibute the responsibilities of supervisors more eguitably,

and make each of the remaining 39 supervisor's jobs easier.

Thank you.



THE LEAGULE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281 ,
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

Public Hearing
Qutagamie County Board Budget Deliberations
October 28, 1991

TW\

My name is Beth English, President of the Appleton League of Women Voters.

Clearly, the highest priority of the OQutagamie County 1992 Budget is opening
and staffing the $25 million Jail/Courthouse building. The Justice Center con-
tinues to be a costly project serving no one until the day its doors open and the
county begins to realize its investment. Every effort should be made to eliminate
costly construction delays that stand in the way of reclaiming the cost to build.

It is difficult to understand the hugh requests for personnel for the jail
in this budget. Contracts have not been formalized between the state and county
outlining the transfer of prisomers. League strongly encourages contracts that
define responsibility for costs to house state prisoners in Qutagamie County.
Contracts should define types of prisoners, length of stay, and training of
personnel at the very least. BSecondary costs to the community should be clearly
assessed.

Despite the focus of this budget on corrections, the county must not loose
site of its role in prevention. For this reason, lLeague asks that the supervisors
reinstate the positions of clinic nurse and youth service worker to Health and
Human Services. A part time clinic nurse is essential to provide some basic
health services to the growing portion of our population who are uninsured or
underinsured. Those incarcerated in our Justice Center are promised nurses at

[ nurar f 33,80 resdecds
a ratio of 1:250 while county taxpayers receive far—leess By reinstating the
youth services worker you as supervisors will be putting the emphasis back on

intervention, to divert behavior from the courts and detention, back to developing



a responsible member of society.
The League supports the completion of the community based residential
facilities for the chronically mentally ill and the developmentally disabled.
We support the county's efforts to gain state funding for these projects.
However, completion should not be delayed while the point is being made.
Outagamie County must search for alternate sources of funding in the future.
We urge the executive and supervisors to lobby the state for our equitable share
of state highway aids as well as other shared revenue. The League of Women
Voters supports airport project funding by those who use the airport. We there-
fore support the airport parking fee. The League supports increased user fees,
but we must caution that as a form of taxation the fees are not regressive.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to the 1992 Budget.



APPLETON AREA SCHOOL DISRTICT
SCHOOL BOARD MEETING NOVEMBER 24, 1991

My name is Beth English, Appleton League of Women Voters President.

One of the main tenets the League of Women Voters advocates
as essential to good government is citizen participation in de-
cision making. Whatever the issue, the League believes that policy.
programs and performance must provide well defined channels for
citizen input and review.

As I listened to Don Brown discuss the School Board's plan
for district restructuring at last week's PTA meeting; I was
impressed by the effort to get program decisions in the hands of
the teachers. Yet, as I locked around the room, I saw a lot of
skepticism on the faces of the parents and staff. The skepticism
indicated to me that there was probably little input generated
from staff in the proposed changes and/or that parents and teachers
had been given little time to understand the proposed changes.
Research indicates that members of an organization buy into any
major change if they are involved in the change from its incep-
tion. Resistance to change can be counteracted by allowing
adequate advance notice of any proposed organizational change.

In the 3 weeks since administrative realignment was pre-
sented it has undergone some major revisions. I also heard Mr.
Brown talk about giving teachers more resocurces to carry out
shared decision making. As a taxpayer I want to know the bottom
line. We need to see the whole administrative plan from ele-
mentary through high school before we can buy into it. If
restructuring is as essential as we are told to the health of
this school district then let's spend the time to get us all

working together for a successful Appleton School District.



Public Hearing
Appleton City Council February 19,1992

My name is Beth English, president of the Appleton League of Women Voters.

The League of Women Voters strongly supports managed urban growth. We
favor strong planning functions on a regional cooperative basis. Effective long-
range planning is difficult (at best) for towns due to the tenuous nature of
their boundaries. We favor professional regional planners as the best way to
manage urban growth. Ultimately, annexation as the preferred way to handle
growth.

There are many good aspects to this intermunicipal agreement; the philosophy
that development of the entire area should be orderly, orderly progressive
annexation to the north of Appleton in exchange for sewer and water service in
defined development areas, the provision for periodic city/town meetings on
issues of mutual concern, and the sanitary sewer service charges becoming
equitable between the city and town for environmental reasons.

But we still have reservations, as you all must have. <Can the city
rationally enter into an agreement as broad based as this one without a time frame
for renegotiation? If the renegotiated water agreements between Grand Chute and.
Appleton are not made part of this process, should they be? Can they be
negotiated separately, soon?

The city has a unique opportunity, at this time, to act on this
intergovernmental agreement toward regiomal cooperation. Somehow the Fox Cities
region has to get off the mark in its thinking. Other cities nationally have
created a metropolitan council of governments. A council that could administer
an area wide pooled tax base. We need more vehicles to achieve better regional
cooperation providing for less competition for tax base among municipalities.

An agreement such as the "treaty" (as its heen called) with Grand Chute may
be an opportunity rather than a concession. That's why it is important to
get it right. Explore your reservations--then act.

Thank you.



, THE LEAGUE
b - OF WOMEN VOTERS

.0 Box 1281

Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281
PP February 26,1992

Cablevision of the Fox Cities
1620 So. Lawe Street
Appleton, WI 54915

Dear Kathy,

Thank you for televising the local League of Women Voters candidate
forums. It was gratifying to me to hear so much positive feedback
from so many sectors of the public. Cablevision and the League pro-
vided a unigue view of the candidates not available through their
campaigns or the newspaper.

The League would like to continue our relationship with Cablevizion
as we approach the April 7 election. The public has demonstrated
their interest by tuning into the forums. The candidates arc in-
terested in any mechanism to get their message to the voter. The
community is served by giving every candidate eqral footing irrespec-
tive of influence or spending. And we are anxious to sponsor debates
that will spur voter interest.

Cablevision has always shown its community mindedness and has been

a cooperakive partner of the League of Women Voters. We would 1ike

the opportunity to televise a mayoral debate at a location in

Appleton. We have a school board candidates forum planned. We have
received numerous inquiries for forums involving the other contested
races for aldermen, city assessor, and city clerk. The League believes
the voter is interested in learning about the candidates. Cablevision,
via fhe cable access chahnel, allows constituents the convenience of
getting information without leaving their home at a time that fits

into their busy schedules.

May we count on Cablevision to make cable time available to the

League and the candidates? I hope you agree the payback is there

for you and the station. A League representative will be contacting
you scoon. If you have any concerns feel free to call me at the League
phone number, 738-7766, or at home, 735-9917.

Thank you for being a strong community partner.

Sincerely yours,

¥ e ’
4 st e T g
Lydn L a

[

president /



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.0O. Box 1281 _
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

!

July 5, 1992

Board of Trustees
Appleton Public Library
225 North Oneida Street
Appleton, Wisconsin 54911

Dear Board Members,

The Appleton League of Women Voters advocates on behalf of
the Appleton Public Library based on positions derived from a
League study conducted in 1975. Those positions are:

A. Develop programs to meet needs of special groups:
eiderly, handicapped, children, high school students,
and new patrons.

B. Bring staffing and funding up to levels recommended by
the American Library Association.

C. Encourage the Library Board to aggressively communicate
its needs to both the Common Council and the public.

On the basis of the 1991-92 League study our position has been
expanded. The following sections have been added to our position,

D. Provide adequate materials in childrens' and young
adults' sections.

a. Update material.
b. Explore utilizing Appleton Public School District
libraries, particularly during the summer months.

E. Continued growth of Appleton requires a serious look
at expanding the library or planning for a branch
library.

F. Provide adequate funding for staff development.

G. Publicize programs, collections, and services so that
the public is aware of ways in which to use the library.

The Appleton League of Women Voters intends to increase its

lobbying effort on behalf of the Appleton Public Library in 1992-
1993. Our perception is that the Library staff is doing all it
physically can. An increase in support staff would allow
professional employees freedom to develop library programming.

Thank you for your interest in our findings. We look for-

ward to following the Board's meetings.

Sincerely.,

éfﬁfjic%fffé4h[?J
/

President



Qutagamie County Board
Meeting, July 14, 1992

. Good evening Superviscors. My name is Beth English, presi-
dent of the Appleton League of Women Voters. You have before
yod a resolution regarding the support of the Fox River Locks
systém. The League of Women Voters hopes you see the system of
locks and dams on the Fox River as a wonderful resource and not
simply as potential financial drain on the county.

We see the Lower Fox River as a working river with multiple
‘ﬂfhses. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers' role is to maintain
and operate the dam system since they can best coordinate the

conflicting needs of the varied uses of the river--needs that

vary from hydroelectric.power to wildlife habitat.

The locks provide a navigation route that contributes to
the historic significance of the river. The potential for in-
creased tourism both on the river and in the river corridor is
a resource yet to be exploited fully. Maintenance of the locks
could ke more of an asset than a liability to ourﬂ§£§£Z§péﬁm&;

I would like to remind you that there is a significant cost
. associated with closing the locks. The channels must be filled
in. Any stagnant water allowed to stand in the locks is a
potential health and safety hazard. Maintenance of the grassy
areas left would fall to the county or the municipalities.

Let's not be short sighted when it comes to the Fox River.

We can't put a price tag on the wonderful and varied uses a

river provides a community. The water is an integral part of
the uniqueness of the area. Once the navigation route is closed,
it will be lost forever.

The League certainly supports user fees appropriate for
recreational use of .the locks. Right now, while the state and
federal government are in the midst of negotiations, is a bad
time for the county to go on record as opposing funding of
the locks. By voting against any funding you'll be pulling the
county out of any further discussions. This is a regional resource
now is the time for a cooperative stance. APU#/

Thank you.

® oy g
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Division of Messape Network Inc.

416 Crooks St. « Green Bay , WI 54301 - (414) 435-6000 - (800) 558-8133

Augqust 6, 1992

Beth English

League of Women Voters
o0 DBox 1281

Appleton, WI 54912-1281

Dear Ms. English,

This is in response to your letter last month regarding the free
service that Tel/Sec has been providing to LWV.

Tel/Sec will provide some kind of service for LWV for the next
twelve mcnths so you can rely that your published number will ke
answered. I haven’t had time to look inte details and don’t want
to make any promises beyond the above. If LWV gets a lot of calls,
it detracts from cur ability to serve paying customers and
obviously we have to take this into consideration. We may
eventually talk to you about using voice mail in place of or
combined with live service.

I hope the above is satisfactory. We applaud your work to inform
the public and your contribution to good government.

Sincerely yours,

7
ﬂ(ﬁ: (s /1, e e N o

Allan Fromm

Your Total Communications Company

+ Telephone Answering Service + CELLCOM T™ Cellular Phones
+ 800 Number Service + Voice Mait
» Wide-Area Paging Service + Alarm Monitoring



{utf THE LEAGUE
) OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281 _
Appileton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

July 6, 1992

Allan Fromm

Tel/Sec

516 West Sixth Street
Appleton, Wisconsin 54911

Dear Mr. Fromm,

Miss Margaret Walsh has been making an in-kind contribution
of Tel/Sec services to the Appleton League of Women Voters for
several years. This has made the League more accessible to the
public through a published telephone number answered 24 hours
a day. Margaret's most recent contribution to the League of
Women Voters has been to allow our phone to be remote call
forwarded directly to Tel/Sec eliminating the added cost of tel-
ephone installation with each new League president. We ask that
you please continue this same in-kind contribution.

We hope you share out enthusiasm for good government.
providing information £o0 the voting public has been our mission
for over seventy-two years. We appreciate your generous sSup-
port of our organization.

Sincerely yours,
(0L Cectfad

Beth Engli%
President



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54812-1281

July 3, 1992

Margaret Walsh

Tel/Sec

516 W. Sixth Street
Appleton. Wisconsin 54911

Dear Margaret, .
The Appleton League of Women Voters would
like to congratulate you on your retirement.
We would also like to thank you for your support
Oof our organization through the years. Your
generous contribution of Tel/Sec serviceg has
allowed the Appleton League the continuity of
a published phone number accessible to the public
24 hours a day. This service we could not afford
ourselves.
We would like to wish you a fullfilling
retirement. Thank you again for your continued

support of women in the political and business
arenas.

Sincerely,

fﬁ%ﬁdéﬁféﬂiv
Beth Engli ﬁ
President



THE COMMUNICATION CENTER SINCE 1949

TELJSEC

~~— B

516 W. SIXTH 5T. APPLETON, Wi 54911
PHONE 414/734-9281

TO OUR TEL/SEC CLIENTS:

Since 1949 when I started Tel/Sec, there have been dramatic
changes in the communication field. Tel/Sec has remained the
leader these past 43 years. This was further evidenced by our
recent purchase of the most advanced telephone system available
to our industry. As with most new installations, we did have
problems, but they have been resolved, and we are in a position
now to give our valued customers the service they deserve,

During these past several years it has become increasingly

evident that specialization is the name of the game. The live
telephone answering service reguires a different type of manage-
ment than does the automated (Paging, Cellular phones, Voice Mail).

To better serve both parts of our business, we have decided to
split into two divisions with both of them operating here in our
office on Sixth Street in Appleton. Rick Schuchart will manage
and own the automated division of Tel/Sec. Rick joined Tel/Sec

9 years gqeranéﬁhag\been managing the company for the past several

-

years. (@Allan Fromm\will manage and own the live answering division.
Allan bought my TGreen Bay telephone answering office in 1973 so

I have had the opportunity for nearly 20 vears to watch him succeed
in the telephone answering business. His well-trained management
people will enhance the staffing of the aAppleton office which will
remaln here on Sixth Street.

I turn these two businesses to Rick and Allan with complete confi-
dence in their ability to meet the challenges of future competition
and changing technology. This confidence that all will be well with
Tel/Sec enables me to retire July 1, 1992. Thanks to all the

customers, employees and business friends who have made this
retirement a happy occasion,

Sincerely,

TEL/SEC INC. /&p} QU"M
v 5M L alall mf\pw“g e

(Miss) Margaret Walsh



{44 THE LEAGUE
'8_ OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281 _
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

August 11, 1992
Dear LWV National Board,

T am writing to clarify my position on the Crossroads
Project. I was one of two delegates to the LWV National Conven-
tion from Appleton, Wisconsin. The Appleton League is familiar
with the Crossroads work and has had input into the proposals.
We agree with the delegate body at the convention to support the
continuaticn of the Crossroads Project.

Since casting our votes in favor of a budget line item for
Crossroads, we have bheen persuaded by the supporters of the pro-
ject that funding from the National board is not necessary. The
Crossroads effort has already come a long way as a grassroots
effort. Leagues across the country are recognizing common organ-
izational difficulities. The Leagues involved have come up with
some creative solutions. It is important that this self exam-
ination be allowed to continue. However, the Crossroads pro-
ject leaders do not expect to use funds from our national budget
for implementation.

I cast my vote at convention for a Crossroads line item with
the conviction that any project approved for the next biennium
should have appropriate funding. The leaders of this project.
though., tell me they have come this far without national LWV funding;
and they feel it is important for a successful outcome to con-
tinue as a grassroots effort.

Knowing the budgetary constraints the national office will
facing this year and next, we feel it is important to release
funds from a project, such as this. The Appleton LWV supports
a reprioritization of budget items approved at the LWV National
Convention so that limited resources are allocated to the projects
that need it.

Sincerely,

[t Erg Ol b
Beth Engli
President, Appleton LWV



Public Hearing October 26, 1992
Outagamie County 1993 Budget

Good evening. My name is Beth English, president of the Appleton
League of Women Voters.

Thank you for staggering the public hearing on the budget with
the city of Appleton's public hearing on its budget. Having the
hearings on separate evenings allows the airing of concerns from
citizen interest groups at both levels of government. We thank you
for this opportunity.

The 1993 budget addresses status guo or moderate increases in
all county service areas. We see a trend in this budget toward
greater use of user fees as an alternative to reliance on the property
tax . In most cases user fees can be a more fair way of distributing
costs without eliminating services. Should the opportunities arise,
we would encourage the county to work with municipalities to consider
using existing county services in lieu of creating new municipal
service units. For example, a charge back system could be used by
the county sheriff's department to provide police protection to a
community in need of upgraded services.

Particularily disturbing in this budget, however, is the
growing trend towards minimally funding human services for county |
residents. We spend so much time and resources on remediation when
a more effective use of our tax dollar should be used on prevention.
Youth workers have been requested in previous budgets. Does a paper
transfer of a social worker from one unit to another really adddress
the level of increased caseloads we are seeing in protective
services? Why must services reach crisis levels and jeapordize the
safety of our children before funding is appropriated. The case-
load numbers in the child protection unit are not new. Other
counties are reporting the same increases. This is a perfect example
of where a dollar spent early in a child's life could potentially
save thousandé if family 1ife is turned around. The county has an
obligation to provide safe, healthy, functional environments for
those county residents least able to protect themselves.

Lastly, I urge the county supervisors to closely scrutinize the
jail revenue/expense budget. Is the county able to get a good
return on the Justice Center building costs through the agreements
reached with the state? Numerous line items in this budget refer to



2.
money from state inmates earmarked for services for those same
inmates. We ask you to maintain levels of services first and
foremost for your own constituents. Money from the state
should cover all costs associated with those prisoners housed
in Outagamie County. Costs for the jail nurse and program
specialigt must be considered when assessing the relative
value of keeping state prisoners locally.

Finally. we think a management study of human services is
waranted. ©No one can argue human services is highly complex,
is filled with its own jargon, and has many varied funding
mechanisms. We caution the supervisors ahout their reasons for
supporting the study. A study may not offer simple solutions
to rising costs. The study may lead to a better understanding
of an area of services that is essential to the guality of

life of our community.
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56 Bellaire Court
Appleton WI 54911
January 8, 1993 |

Mrs. Patricia Bubolz, Chair

Appleton Library Board |
2518 Crestview Drive ‘
Appleton WI 54915 |

Dear Mrs. Bubolz

Last night, the League of Women Voters asked me to observe
the Library Board meeting since the League, as you know, is very
interested in supporting your Board's attempts to get more space,

This hasty note is just to back the motion passed by the Board

to create a Community Relations Committee. This could be a start to

a community-wide effort like the one to get the new library built

some years ago. If I recall correctly, a committee was created with

two chairmen , one from the League and one from the AAUW. The committee
was made up of energetic representatives from other organizations

and areas of interest. It was extraordinarily successful in spite of
the fact that we had a mayor who was very negative about the whole idea.

I realize that the timing at this moment for such a push is not
auspicious because of the high school referendum coming up, not to
mention the economy. But, even so, the idea mentioned last night, of
a flyer to inform the public, is excellent and, should be done right
away if you are resubmitting your request £5¥éaLCapital Improvement
Plan. The figures that I heard yesterday would lend themselves to
simgle and effective publicity along the Did You Know ? format. I ‘
don't need to tell you that before you can persuade the City Council
to support you, you have to persuade the public.

I hope your flu is better.

Sincerely,

vﬁi;257 ézizlfd}jj‘iﬁg__

Betty Breunig
Observer for the League

Copies to: Beth English, IWV President
Jerome Pennington, Library Director



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.0. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

January 27, 1993

Mayor Richard DeBroux
200 N. Appleton Street
Appleton, Wisconsin 54911-4799

Dear Mayor DeBrouX:

Thank you for spending time with us last Wednesday as representatives
of the Appleton League of Women Voters. We feel it is very important
to meet with you periodically. We appreciate you sharing your vision
of the future of Appleton.

We came away from our meeting, however, with great concern over the
reorganization of city departments. While we understand your inten-
tion to give Charles Graves time to put a comprehensive plan in place
and Larry Wettering time to oversee the expansion of the wastewater
treatment plant, we don't feel that a long term department reorgan-
ization plan is the solution to a short term personnel problem.

Qur concern is primarily planning. The League of Women Voters has
always held very strong positions on long term planning. The proposal
to take zoning responsibilities away from the planning department
denies it any ability to enforce long range planning goals. We are
afraid planning will maintain too low a profile and yet give far

too much discression to other department heads.

You mentioned during our visit that the present checks and balances
afforded by the committees of jurisdiction and by the city council
would assure that any one department head would not gain too much
influence over public policy. Based on League's positions favoring
a strong centralized planning department, we feel the transfer of
three FTE's from planning would be tipping the scale away from a
strong planning department.

We applaud your efforts to gain business-like efficiencies. But

the success of maintaining the community's long range interests

lies in planning. This is why we favor a strong centralized planning
department. '

Sincerely.,

7
ot

,J,
Beth English, president



Finance Committee Appleton City Council
Public Hearing
Capitol Improvement Projects
May 3, 1993

My name is Beth English. I represent the Appleton League of
Women Voters. In addressing you this evening I would like to welcome
all the new members of the Appleton City Council. We like the new
process of separating the CIP from the operational budget. It gives
council members a chance to understand projects, ask lots of gquestions,
and plan ahead--giving you time to prioritize and consider funding
sources.

The League, and we believe the community, would like you to
address the needs of the public library in this years CIP budget.
Use of the library has grown drastically in the past 10 years. We
think the library board has done a good job in the needs assessment
brochure you have all received. Hard use of the building has taken
its toll on carpeting and furniture. Additional space is needed
for library users. There is very little room for programs particularly
in the childrens section. I have heard the Appleton Newcomers do not
even direct new residents to take their children to the Appleton
Public Library but rather to the Menasha Library because of its programs.
That's a shame. Some evenings every seat in the library is taken. The
library has been stretched to the limit by the growth of this community.

We believe the library is proposing a very reasonable building/
remodling project. The proposal calls for remodling unused existing
space to relocate‘offices off the main floor., replace worn carpeting,
and complete the 2nd floor of the west part of the building. We
think these are cost effective and conservative solutions to a pressing
need. Forward looking city fathers constructed the current building
so that additional space wasg available in the basement and the struc-,
ture was built to accomodate a full 2nd floor. Well, the time has
come to complete the building. The growth has occured; the demands
are real. The city needs to support the public library.

We wonder about a courthouse parking ramp proposal--if there is
some benefit the city would derive from the project. We are happy
to see it put off until 1999.

Blso of note is the fire station training site proposed for 1996.
This project seems like a duplication of training services that the
FVTC is already providing through our tax dollars. Perhaps cooperative
ventures can be coordinated through the tech to provide training not
currently available to the fire dept.

And finally, we would like to ask what provisions for growth



and its impact on the sewage treatment facilities and infrastructure
are addressed in the CIP. Is there enough capacity in our system

to handle the anticipated growth to the north.? Will our

sewage system be adeguate for the next 25 years?

Thank you for the opportunity to address you tonight.




League of Women Voters of Appleton
Statement to the Outagamie County Board of Supervisors
1994 Executive Budget
Qctober 25, 1993
Pat McConnel] President

My name is Pat McConnelland 1 am President of the League of Women Voters of
Appleton. The League has been observing the budget process and we are here
tonight to express our opinion on the 1994 Outagamie County Budget.

We would like to express our approval of the format of 1994 Executive Budget
Document. County Executive Van de Hey's budget message is well written,
detailing the nature and implication of the major elements which comprise his
100 million dollar budget. The budget document presents the budget year with
clarity and detail. It is very informative and every county resident should read it.

League would |ike to urge the county to improve their accessibility to the public
by scheduling more evening meetings. The daytime budget committee meetings
are difficult to attend for most county residents.

League notes the county's precise compliance with the state’s mandate for zero
tax increase, League reiterates the County Executive’s caution that substantial
equalized valuation increases will not always occur and serious planning and
prioritization of services must be practiced in the future.

League would fike to commend Judge Froehlich's efforts to secure more than
$300,000 from the state to support court costs previcusly bome by the county.

League supports the Health & Human Services commitment o family
preservation on a prevention basis. We believe that tangible social and financial
benefits will result from this proactive approach, League urges the Board to
make this initiative a priority in future years, despite diminishing resources.

9,2'd TI0D HOZL AFTIBA X04 20:1T £6. G2 100




League is deeply concerned about the Fox Locks Closure Study. We urge the
county to retain the $25,000 included in the executive budget to fund the study.

The League supports keeping the lock system open in order to preserve the
navigation system. The navigable Fox is a valuable and unique feature of all the
Fox communities and, once lost, can never be regained. However, in recognition
that the County has made up its mind to close the system, we feel it vitally
important to explore the trug financial and environmental impact of closing the
locks. The League requests representation on the Fox Locks Closure
Committee. We have many members who have studied this issue thoroughly.

The League calls attention to the implication of the state's statute prohibiting
county levy for health services duplicated by the Appleton Board of Health,
Appleton tax payers support a number of county services that are duplicated by
the city. The state has opened up a Pandora's box. The health department
scenario could be significant If played out in other service areas such as law
enforcement. This provides a unique opportunity for the municipalities and the
county to work together to evaluate regionalization of services and attempt to
eliminate duplication of services, where possible. It doesn't have to be a turf
battle.

In closing, the League urges the County Board to take this opportunity of the tax
rate freeze to begin to identify long term priorities for the county. The County
Board must focus on comprehensive planning and legislative policy and
decrease the attention paid to administrative detail.

Thank you.. -

[ | T00 HO3L A3TWA X0d4 £8:1T £6., 52 130



gﬁﬁgﬁmﬁ§}TEE THE ASSEMBLY PASSENGER RAIL TRANSPORTATION

BY PATRICIA MC CONNELL, PRESIDENT OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN
VOTERS- APPLETCON

HELLO, MY NAME IS PATRICIA MC CONNELL,AND I AM
PRESIDENT OF THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS—-APPLETON.
I AM VERY PLEASED THAT YOU ARE GIVING THE CITIZENS OF
THIS STATE AMPLE OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK ON REVIVING
PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE BETWEEN MILWAUKEE, THE FOX
gﬂkbﬁ%TAND MADISON. THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS STRONGLY

S MASS TRANSIT. A REDUCTION IN VEHICULAR TRAFFIC
BETWEEN AND WITHIN DENSELY -POPULATED AREAS WILL HAVE

A POSITIVE IMPACT ON AIR QUALITY AND REDUCE ENERGY.
CONSUMPTION.

ACCESS TO INTER-CITY TRANSPORTATION WOULD PROVIDE THE

DPPORTUNITY FOR PEOPLE WHO DO NOT OWN CARS TO SEEK HDUSING
EMPLYMENT, MEDICAL CARE AND DTHER SERVICES.

RAIL SERVICE BETWEEN WISCONSIN'S THREE MOST DENSELY-POPULATED

CITIES MAKES SENSE, PROMOTES EFFICIENCY AND POSITIVELY
IMPACTS THE E EﬁRE NMENT. WE WILL SUPPORT YOUR EFFORTS
T0 MAKING PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE A REALITY. THANK YOU.



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

Statement to the Appleton Area School District- School Board
February 28, .1994

Patricia Mc Connell- President of the League of Women Voters
of Appleton

Good evening, my name is Patricia McConnell and I am
President of the League of Women Voters of Appleton.

My address is W2642 Brookhaven Drive. I came tonight

to address the referendum regarding Grand Chute
representation on the Appleton Area School Board.

The League of Women Voters strongly supports the "one
person, one vote" concept on all levels of government.
This also applies toc the Schoocl Board of Appleton.

This type of guota setting for seats :on the school board
would be a direct contradiction to the League's principles
for good democreatic government, Therefore; the League

of Women Voters of Appleton opposes this referendum Thank you.



League of Women Voters of Appleton October 4, 1994
Patricia McConnell, President

w2642 Brookhaven Drive

Appleton, WI 54915

Public Hearing on the WIOUWASH Trail

My name is Pat McConnell, President of the League of Women Voters of
Appleton. | wish to speak to the completion of the WIOUWASH Trail.

The League of Women Voters of Appleton supports completion of the
WIOUWASH Trail. The League is a large grassroots based organization,
which takes action on issues studied and approved by the membership. At
our Annual Meeting in April of this year, members voted to be active on
recreational trails, based on strong environmental land use and energy
positions.

Our Land Use Position specifically states, "We support linear or corridor
parks. We encourage bikeways and walkways, with motorized traffic kept
separate, and we support preservation of railroad right of way.”

In light of this clear support for recreational corridors on abandoned rail
right of way, we urge completion of the remaining WIOUWASH Trail.



League of Women Voters of Appleton
. Statement to the Appleton City Council
1994 Executive Budget
October 26, 1994
Pat McConnell

My name is Pat McConnelland | am President of the League of Women Voters of
Appleton. We have observed the city during the budget process and*;re’ here
tonight to express the League's opinion on the 1994 City of Appleton Executive
Budget I ol ff‘//éc ty gt o a P
of cornplindt

ﬁ /STFM\M would like to commend the city for its efforts to provide public, )
accessibility to the budget process. You have done this in.two ways. the
budget document presents the 1994 plan with clarity and detail. § d; the
evening and weekend meetings during the budget process maximizes the
opportunity for public observation. League urges the publuc to take advantage of
the city's availability and become informed about government

4-/ We congratulate the city on its acquisition of a ew cn hall, lpcated in the
}GJN ‘downtown district. League supports’ies% sl:y s in 0? K nm a(f:?w)
the-city's accupation of the Prange® building contributes si nlf' o the
continued viabifity of the downtown district. The league € ' tHe/city's
commitment to customer service as demonstrated by its plans for the first floor of

the Prange building.

4}0\,&% League supports the aggressive assessment efforts of the City Assessor’s office
f which have resulted in increased equity in the sharing of the tax burden.

A

{
‘ League has observed significant efforts from city managers to improve efficiency
and effectiveness in the delivery of services while containing costs. Shifting to
\ user fee cost recovery is occurring in many departments, providing equity and
lessening pressure on the tax Ievy
Now kil Lide P Lurn ?J (oncer A :
NL The Leagl.ie calls attention to the implications of the state's statute prohibiting
ar county tax levy on Appleton residents for health services duplicated by the

Appleton Board of Health. Appleton tax payers subsidize a number of county
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services that are duplicated by the city. Fairness is present in this issue, but
more importantly this issue illustrates the need to seriously consider
regionalization of community services in order to eliminate duplication of
services where possible.

League recognizes the mayor's concern for the Parking Utility's ability to support
its capital projects and operating costs. League believes that a user-friendly
parking system is critical to the health of the central business district. League
urges the mayor to seek input from the community on these issues in order to
resolve the perceived conflict between cost recovery for the utility and promotion
of the central business district. Evening paid parking, parking tax districts, and
increased enforcement are all valid options that can be shared with the
community.

- oy A Ae {/ééf' Seriicd

The League of Women Voters supports long term borrowing for capital projects.
However, the League is concerned about the current level of debt in the

community.

The 1994 City budget includes a debt level of 85 million dollars, including
General fund, water, parking and sewer borrowing. The Outagamie County
budget inciudes an overall debt of 80 million. The Appleton Area School District,
with the new high school, now has a debt of 45 million. The total debt that must
be supported by most Appleton tax payers is 210 million dollars.

The City of Appleton has traditionally followed a conservative policy of debt
management , maintaining debt levels at 25-35% of legal limits. Recently, the
total debt by the city has risen dramatically. The burgeoning growth the Fox
Valley has necessitated major capital projects such as the Waste Water
Treatment plant for the city, and the new north high school for the school district.

There are many projects in the future that will be important to the community,
such as the Library Expansion and new parking ramps, It is essential that the
city council and mayor set fong term priorities and monitor the debt incurred by

~ the other taxing entities. The community's resources are finite. Documents such

9/5°d

as the C.1.P. and the Comprehensive Plan should be developed with care and
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utilized during the budget process to ensure that money borrowed on behalf of
the community buys things that the community really needs and can afford.

In closing we would like to request that you continually provide opportunities for
citizens to participate in their government and to actively seek their input on
service areas and service levels. Seek their input on priorities and how you can
best serve their needs.

9-9'd TI0D HOAL AJTIBA X0d $B:TT €6, S2 120



My name is Pat McConnel'and I am the President of the Appleton League of Women
Voters. I thank you for this opportunity to speak to you about the Appleton City

Budget.

For many years the Appleton League of Woman Voters has stressed the importance of
thoughtful, timely planning to provide for the long term service needs of the city. We
would like tonight to speak again of the importance of, not only planning and
setting priorities  but, the importance of sticking to those priorities. We would like
to speak to the library expansion and urge you to keep it in the capital project budget

for 1995.

The Appleton Public Library has been a casualty of deferred funding since 1990 when
it first appeared in the Capital Improvement Plan. We share the council's concern for
the city's rising level of debt but we suggest the council seek another avenue of relief.

The library's time has come.

The Appleton Public Library ranks number six in the state for both population served
and circulationybut number 58 in per capita spending for library. The library is a
city service that is utilized by most city residents. Library users represent the broadest

spectrum of Appleton's population, Individuals from all economic, age and
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cducation-level groups depend on the library's diverse services. Library users are not a

special interest group, they are your constituenis ) they are you.

Year after year, the Iibra.ry's.facility needs have béen displaced by immediate and
opportunistic projects, despite the priority given it in the capital improvement plan. The
R library users are understandably skeptical of assurances that next year will be the
Year... We urge you to reinstate the library jn the budget for 1995. Quality of life
requires more than pj;blié safely, economic viability)aﬁd sports complexes. It requices
a commitment by the city to the valucs and services that libraries represem We ask you
‘to commit to the library. a part of the downtown every bi’i_ as vibrant and important as

City Hall, the Paper Valley and the parking ramps.

Another area of concern to the League is the Finance Committee's cut of the evening
service hom-s for Valley Transit. The public ims clearly statcd the need for these
extended sgfvice hours. The league supports. any service chhﬁg& that will increase use
of the system. It is hard for us to understand why, political issues aside, the city would
_ want to discourage use of the transit system for the sake of $22,000 when millions are
spent each year on the city's overcrowded streets. Unless the city is ﬁril]ing to abolish
the Transit system entirely, it should be responsi\fe to the needs of the public and do

every thing it can to encourage use of the system.
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In closing we thank the mayor and the cily staff for a budget document that is

compreﬁensive and easy for the public to undersiand. Thank you.
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Outagamie County Board Meeting
Public Hearing: 1995 County Budget
October 31, 1995

Cood evening. My name is Beth English, member of the Appleton League
of Women Voter's.

Thank you mmebers of the County Board, for scheduling this public
hearing on a night different from the Appleton Common Council's publie

hearing. This provides us with access to both hearings. We would like to

request more evening meetings the week the County Board considers the budget.

however. Evening meetings offer the working public more opportunities than day-

time meetings to follow the budget process.
Congratulations! As County Board supervisors you are in the enviable

position of considering a growth budget with a reduced tax rate. It looks

like your most formidable tasks are dealing with unexpected revenues and
building adequate reserve funds to deal with juvenile detention placements.
The League commends the County supervisors, County staff, and the County Exec.
for their proactive approach to managing this county's budget,

The League of Women Voters supports the recommendation to put the solid
waste operatlon's cash surplus into long term care of the landfill. Although
a one time rebate to the municipalities sounds good, we concur with the Fin-
ance Committee that the rebate to communities is not proportional to those
who contributed to the surplus in the first place. Money passed back and

forth between government entities is meaningless to the taxpayer.

We are pleased to see the Coun go on record supporting th WIO SH
y on Jecord supporting the et

teailanid
TRAIL. Leagué woul gike to see the County develop altermatives to auto-

mobile transportation, preserve access to unique areas, and prevent irretrevable

loss of natural resources whenever possible.
League suports the recommended study by an outside consultant of the

Sherriffs' Depaftment. Coming on the heels of the study of the Human

Services Department study, an objective look at the operations of the Sherriffs'

Department appears warranted. There have been many changes in service and
operations in the department. An expert look at the department should give
the administration a fresh look at level and completeness of service.

League is also pleased to see the 3 new social worker positions assigned
to the juvenile division. League supported the Social Services Dept. in
prior years in recommending the couﬁﬁ’focus on community based intervention

as a way to save tax dollars going to Lincoln Hills. League is concerned

/(om( ;



joseph 4. Strohl

govemment Relations
DATE: . January 7, 1996
MEMO TO: Beth English
Appleton League of Women Voters
MEMO FROM:  Joe Strohl &~
RE: Landspreading of Contaminated Soils

I am pleased that the Appleton League submitted comments to the
DNR on their plan to permit landspreading of petroleum
contaminated soils on farmlands in Wisconsin.

Based upon your comments and those of others, the DNR is slowing
down the process. DNR staff has withdrawn the proposed rule from
the January DNR Board meeting. They are looking at some changes
to the rule before they to back to the full Board. That'’s good
news !

I assume that you have seen this article from the Appleton Post-
Crescent. This is not really a set-back! The County Board's
Agriculture Committee wants to review it and then send the
proposed ordinance to the full County Board. This could all
happen this month yet.

I will keep you informed of progress. If you have'any questions
in the meantime, please do not hesitate to give me a call.

Enclosures (3)

7 N. Finckney Street, Suite 135 » Madison. Wisconsin 53703 « (608} 251-9605 + Fax (608) 251-9606
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Outagamie County Board
Public Hearing/ 1997 County Budget
Monday, October 28, 1996

Good Evening. My name is Terry Bergen, President of the Appleton League of Women Voters.
We would like to commend Jim Schustte and his staff for his first budget as County Execttive.
This budget addresses the changing needs of county residents and offers some creative solutions.
We would also like to thank the Connty Board, #t this time, for the support they have given to
creation of the county dog trail and to the creation of the CE trail. Both are proving to be popular
~—wmessenes and would not have bee ithout the financial backing of the County Board. We
hope, as the county looks to $3.5 million in 1997 highway expenditures, that plans will be made to
allow pedestrian and bicycle right of way along county roads. _

We are happy to see further progress}h this yearf Uudget toward providing adequate juvenile
services. Fhwmeve-te staffing the y. and family services facility with primarily county staff is
positive. The design of the facility , _}uvemle intake, secure detention, and sheltered care
should provide the continuum of care necessary for youthful offenders. We are happy to see the
collaborative efforts between the Human Services Department, United Bebavioral Health, and
Appleton School District in providing in-commmmity education with the U_l_}l_t! Program. ‘Emds /!)Méfr

Siishoo as another example of Human Services partnering with-peisiate commmity organizations to provide
care to county residents.

We would like to thank the County Board for offering the Domestic Abuse program a financial
safety net as i |t moves | toward pnvmz:tson. The ptrogram has m'gm Irsmendously w

= o ~ W
’}‘p Q,(wx/iy Ae o ﬂ«é‘fﬂ -
J Finally, we would like to see a successfill phase cut of General Relief The $130,000 grant
a—Poffersthe ¢ lautude to % a self perpetuating system of relief. With county help a free

{M Zsmglinic can be cis more likely to be successfial seed money the
%/ county. @Lb &a ";‘ ﬂh fa’,«j % % {{M /»‘ PPN

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you this evening. wﬁnsb you cwﬁ your
il 7&< budget deliberations, L

(}’&5’/}1



Appleton League of Women Voters
P.O, Box 1281

Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281
November 14, 1996

Mr. Lawrence J. Lester

Buresan of Remediation and Redevelopment
P.O. Box 7921

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7921

Dear Mr. Lester,

The Appleton League of Women Voters opposes revision to chs. NR419, 518 and 718, Wis. Adm.
Code relating to remediation of soil contamination through landspreading as proposed. The
Appleton LWY bases our opposttion on our land use policy. Our policy states that the impact of
proposed programs and projects should prevent irretrievable damage to natural resources and not
damage the community.

The Appleton LWV is concerned that contaminated soil may not be properly handled or contain
heavy metals under these proposed changes. Our concern is that the rules don’t go far enough to
protect public health.

We are asking that the revisions contain provision for introduction of petroleum degrading
microorganisms to the contaminated soil, that the landspreading property be posted, and that there
is notification of landspreading passed on to any future owners of the property. The rules must
include testing for petroleum soluble comtaminants and heavy metals and periodic evironmental
mounitoring. Care must be taken to control run off.

We would like to echo concerns already raized by the Sierra Club, Citizens for a Better
Environment, and the County Boards of Calumet and Manitowoc Counties. The proposed rule
changes must be modified before proceeding.

Thank you for your consideration,

Beth English
Vice President, Appleton League of Women Voters



Appleton League of Women Voters
P.C. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281
March 9, 1997

Mr. Toby Paltzer, Chair

Outagamie County Agriculture, Extension Education,
Zoning and Land Conservation Committee
Outagamie County Courthouse

410'S. Walnut St.

Appleton, Wisconsin 54911

Dear Mr. Paltzer,

The Appleton League of Women Voters opposes revision to chs, NR419, 518 and 718, Wis. Adm.
Code relating to remediation of soil contamination through landspreading as proposed. The
Appleton LWV bases our opposition on our land use position. Our position states that the impact
of proposed programs and projects should prevent irretrievable damage to natural resources and
not damage the commmumity.

The Appleton LWV i concerned that the contaminated soil deposited on Outagamie County farm
land may not be properly handled and that it may contain heavy metals under these proposed
changes. Our concern is that the rules don’t go far enough to protect public health. The rules don’t
contain provision for introduction of petroleum degrading microorganisms into the contaminated
soil, don’t call for notification of landspreading to future owners of the affected land, and don’t
require periodic environmental testing for petroleum soluble contaminants and heavy metals.

We would like Outagamie County to join with its neighboring counties, Manitowoc and Calumet,
to enact legislation restricting the spreading of contarninated soil on land in Qutagamie County.
First and foremost Outagamie County must prohibit the importation of contaminated soil fiom other
counties. Furthermore, there needs to be monitoring and accountability required of those spreading
contaminated soil.

Thank you for your consideration,

Beth English
Vice President, Appleton League of Women Voters



Outagamie County Board
Public Hearing on the 1998 County Budget
Monday, Octcober 27, 1997

Good Evening.

My name is Debra Cronmiller, President of the Appleton
League of Women Voters. I thank you for the
opportunity to address you. The budget before you
addresses the changing needs of Outagamie County and
presents numerous benefits to the residents of the
County. '

We would like to thank the county for their financial
support of the creation of the CE trail. We hope, as
the county looks to 1998 highway expenditures, that it
plans to include further development of pedestrian and
bicycle right of way along county roads.

We, too, thank the Board for the expenditures in the
area of juvenile services. We would advocate for the
continuation of the collaboration with other providers
including the School District. Additionally, the League
would support vyouth work programs, alcochol and drug
programs specifically for youth and programs intended to
divert the less severe youth coffenders from the formal
system to systems which emphasize faster consequences,
prevention, and the development of mentoring
relationships with members of the community.

The new shelter for the Homeless will open soon. The
League would recognize the Board for their role and
remind them that ongoing financial support, in what ever
form, will benefit the whole community.

The League would support all initiatives to provide
feagible programs for low income and special needs
housing as well as additional transitional housing.
Additionally, we would encourage the continued
collaboration of local and regional private, non-profit
and government agencies in the development of adequate
and affordable housing.



The League would gupport all existing and expansionary
county programs which foster the concept of the
Community Options Program. Independence and integration
are not just ideas but a way of life to be sought. It
ig better to have individuals live in our communities
than in institutions. We must at the very least support
a system which would contain costs and an institutional
bias, will over time, only increase the costs to the
individual and ultimately to the system and society.

Finally, the league would support regional cooperation
in the solution to the solid waste disposal dilemma. We
support the minimum standards as proposed Dby the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources for solid
waste disposal sites.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak to you this
evening. I wish you well in your budget deliberations.



Appleton City Council Public Hearing on the 1998 Appleton City
Budget -- Wednesday, November 5, 1997

Good Evening. My name is Debra Cronmiller and I am President of
the Appleton League of Women Voters.

We would like to commend Tim Hanna for his first budget as mayor.
He has clearly engaged the departments and embraced a concept of
program budgeting which the League strongly endorses.

We would request of Mayor Hanna, however, an availability of the
budget to the public which seems somewhat absent in this year’s
budget process. Because the council has not discussed this budget,
there has been little or no press to the public and as a result,
very 1little opportunity for the public to have a meaningful
response to their aldermanic representative on the budget document.
The League would strongly encourage the Mayor to return to a
process where the public’s participation is made easier by the
timing of the Public Hearing.

The League believes that City government runs best when there is
adequate supporting personnel for the mayor and council. We would
encourage the City of Appleton to make it a high priority to hire
qualified individuals to hold the three vacant Department Head
positions which are currently vacant. Additionally, we would
encourage the mayor to add tc his department’s major objectives a
specified time frame in which these hires would be completed. This
would allow for a better assurance that the administrative
performance of his office could be measured favorably using the
identified criteria.

The League supports the Appleton Police Department’'s mission as a
community responsive law enforcement organization that strives to
bring its employees and citizens inte working partnerships to
identify and rescolve community problews. We encourage the
continuation of existing colliabeoraticons and the development of
further consolidations toward the future goal of a less rigid Fox
Cities metropolitan law enforcement system.

Further, we support the continuation and projected expansion of the
Police School Liaison Program and all programs and efforts in the
prevention of juvenile crime.

We commend the City of &appleton for its increased financial
commitment to Housing and Neighborhood initiatives. We would
support additional collaborations in this area and encourage the
city to use all entitlement available for the creation of adequate
and affordable housing. Further, we encourage the city to
participate in the development of feasible transitional housing and
related programs which encourage econcmic independence.

This year, the Appleton League is engaged in a study of the public
ground transportation system in this area. We urge the City to
continue evening hours and the leadership they have provided to the



other municipalities of Valley Transit in delivering a public
transportation system which contributes to our local economy by
transporting students and adults to school, work, and social
events.

In closing, we respectfully request that the City place a high
priority on planning. The city grows and with growth comes
significant issues of service levels, public safety and quality of
life. These seriocus concerns regquire continucus comprehensive and
professional planning. Spending restraints and low taxes are
beneficial in the short term, but the City must look to the future
to ensure that the quality of the economy, the infrastructure, the
public safety and the city services remains high while at the same
time practicing prudent fiscal management. In 1996, a survey of
Appleton’s citizens was conducted. If nothing else came from this
survey, it should be evident that quality of life is very important
to most all citizens. Planning will ensure that gquality and fiscal
management do not oppose one another in the long term.

We thank you for the opportunity to address you and wish you well
in your budget deliberations.



THE LEAGUE
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

February 5,

Editor

The Post Crescent
Box 59
Appleton, Wi. 54912

Dear Sir:

Congressional leaders in both the House and Senate have pro-
mised to bring campaign reform legislation to their respective
floors before or during March 1998. The Appleton Leagque of
Women Voters would like to encourage all citizens to write or
call our members of Congress. Let them know we care deeply
about campaign finance reform and expect them to work hard to
bring about real change.

Ask our senators to vote against a motion to table balanced,bi-
partisan legislation and against any killer amendments. Sixty
votes are needed to invoke cloture to end debate and move to a
straight vote. Please urge them to vote for cloture. Ask your
representatives in the House to support incremental campaign
finance legislation that closes the soft money and sham issue
advocacy locopholes,

If Congress continually hears from constituents about the need
for real reform, we will be able to turn the tide and achieve
meaningful campaign finance changes in the 105th federal Congress

Thank you.
Sue Eich
Action Vice President

Appleton League of Women Voters
733-4823

1998



September 15, 1998
Dear Editor:

One of the community's major assets, the Fox River, is contaminated with PCB's; about that,
there is no dispute. What is at dispute is how to handle the problem. Further, because the
solution will affect the community now and into the future, all of us have a right - even an
obligation - to provide input to the decision making bodies.

To assist citizens in giving informed input — input based on fact rather that on slogans and catch
phrases — a public informational meeting, “the ABC’s of PCB's: Options for Cleaning up the Lower
Fox,” is being held at 6:30 PM on Thursday, September 24, at the University of Wisconsin-Fox
Valley field house. The focus of the meeting that is co-sponsored by the Appleton League of
Women Voters, The UW-Fox Valley, WLUK FOX 11 and Time Warner Cable, will be unfiltered
presentations by representatives of both the government agencies and the paper companies of
their recommendations for handling the problem. Time will be allotted during the meeting for
questions from the audience.

To insure that its information is disseminated as widely as possible, WLUK FOX 11 will televise
the mesting live. In addition, Time Warner Cable will tape the meeting for re-broadcast later, and
the Public Libraries will have copies of the Time Warner tape available to be borrowed.

On behaif of the four co-sponsoring organizations, | urge residents of the Fox Valley to take
advantage of this opportunity to get information in on the clean-up options direct from the experts.
| further urge everyone, having gotten this information, io consider it and to use the comment
periods still available.

It's our river and our community. We are going to have to live with the decisions made for a long,
long time. | hope to see many area residents on September 24",

Debra Cronmiller
President
League of Women Voters of Appleton



Dear

As a league member you probably are aware that we support cam-
paign finance reform and are working diligently to acheive
meaningful change. In the next few weeks, we need to let our
congressional leaders know our position. We are asking you

to call or write our senators and representatives about this
matter. Enclosed is information to help you write or call.

I would very much appreciate knowing that you followed
through with this action. You may contact me @ 733-4823 if
vou have any questions.

Thank you for your help and support.

Sue Eich

Action Vice President
Appleton League of Women Voters
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MICHAEL G. ELLIS 25

A, 19TH SENATE DISTRICT
SENATE REPUBLICAN LEADER "

HWisconsin State Senate

April 28, 1999

Sue Eich

Appleton League of Women Voters
88 Crestview Drive

Appleton, WI 54915

Dear Sue:

Thank you for your letter supporting state funding for the Badgerlink
program. A number of area residents have contacted me with concerns
similar to yours.

As you know, Governor Thompson did not propose funding for
Badgerlink in his original state budget bill proposal. The Governor has
modified his position and now favors funding the Badgerlink Program.

The Joint Committee on Finance is currently reviewing the state budget
bill. It is my understanding there will be an effort to fund Badgerlink in
committee. I want you to know that I share your concern and am
supportive of the eflorts to fund Badgerlink, which I consider to be a very
valuable program. Rest assured I will work to see that Badgerlink is
funded as the budget bill continues to work its way through the
legislative process.

Please let me know if you have any further comments or concerns.
Thanks again for writing. It was good to hear from you.

Sincerely,

State Senator
19th Senate District

District Office: 101 West Canal Strect, Neenah, WI 54956 « 920-751-4801
Capitol Office: P.O. Box 78582, Madison, WI 53707-7882 « 608-266-0718
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P.O. BOX 8952 « MADISON, WI 53708

April 28, 1999

Sue Eich
88 Crestview Drive
Appleton, Wisconsin 54915

Dear Sue:

Thank you for contacting me about your concerns about proposed Badgerlink
funding.

I have good news to report on Badgerlink. The governor has released information
stating that Badgerlink will be funded at be operational for the next two years. Enclosed
with the letter will be the press release stating this fact.

In addition, 1 strongly believe that our K-12 education is very important. 1
continue to support the state’s 2/3 commitment to schools to make education equal for
all. Our young people are an important part of our future because they becoming the
doctors, lawyers, workers and leaders of America’s next century. When this issue before
me, I will take your valuable opinions and comments under serious advisement.

Thank you again fgf contacting me. If you have any other concerns problems or
would like to express yoyf opinions on an issue, please feel free to contact my office or
me in the futore.

Steve Wieckert
State Representative

Enc.

% Printed am recycled paper
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April 28, 1999

The Honorable Tommy G. Thompson
Governor of Wisconsin

PO Box 7863

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7863

Dear Governor Thompson:

The League of Women Voters of Appleton strongly supports the W2 budget recommendation
of reduction in co-pay for child care from 16% to 12%.

We definitely encourage a system geared to individuals and families that is more supportive than
just a light touch.

Sincerely yours,

Sue Eich
Action Vice-President
League of Women Voters of Appleton



April 20, 1999

Dear Council Member;

The League of Women Voters of Appleton is encouraging you to support funding for
BadgerLink. This program was not included in the biennial budget proposal recently
released from the governor's office.

BadgerLink is a Web-based data base of 4000 magazines and newspapers which has been
available to Wisconsin citizens at their businesses, homes, schools, and libraries since

August 1998. The grant project began with a one-time federal grant administered by the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. The grant ends December 31, 1999, and, without
state funding, libraries will lose access to the database unless they subscribe individually with
local dollars.

The cost effectiveness of this program is great. The single statewide contract provides substantial
savings to 381 public libraries, nearly 2000 school libraries, 79 academic libraries and 451
special libraries in Wisconsin. Subscriptions to this service on a library to library basis would be
at least 30 times more expensive than providing it by the state. Please support the Department of
Public Instructions proposal to fund BadgerLink over the next biennium.

Sincerely,

£ "\ «
XA 5(’6‘//6
Sue Fich

Action Vice-President
Appleton League of Women Voters



COMMITTEE ON JAY JOHNSON 1313 LONGWORTH BUILDING
AGRICULTURE 8TH DISTRICT, WISCONSIN WASHINGTON, DC 20515

202) 225-5665
SUBCOMMITTEE ON {202)

LIVESTOCK, DAIRY, AND POULTRY DISTRICT OFFICES:

Congress of the Wnited Drates 2111, ROADWAY

GREEN BAY, WI 54303

COMMITTEE ON i I _
TRANSPORTATION AND Aouse of Representatives e
INFRASTRUCTURE " .
4 I S1S— SUITE 101
SUBCOMMITTEE ON COAST GUARD ﬂghl“gtunr EE 20) ]5 1q08 APPLETON, W1 54914
AND MARITIME TRANSPORTATION {920} 731-7586

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
WATER RESOURCES AND ENVIRCNMENT

April 29, 1998

Ms. Susan Eich
88 Crestview Drive
Appleton, Wisconsin 54915

Dear Ms. Eich:

Thank you for sharing your concerns with me about United States membership in the United
Nations. I appreciate your concern in this matter.

As you may know, the founders of the United Nations gathered at San Francisco in 1945 with the
intent to establish a mechanism to maintain peace and establish security in a changing world.
They knew they would be unable to abolish war forever but believed this was the best way to
resolve conflicts and differences between nations. I believe that the UN has provided an effective
forum for nations to gather and work through disputes in a civil manner. The UN has not always
been the most efficient forum, but has definitely provided a starting point for nations to begin
resolving their conflicts.

On Thursday, June 5, 1997, 1 voted against measures to remove the U.S. from the UN. 1 believe
that the UN is a very valuable and effective foreign policy tool for the U.S. The UN promotes
and protects human rights, assists refugees and migration efforts, promotes international trade,
purchases millions of dollars of U.S. farm products for food aid, provides a forum for opposing
nations to work through agreements, and operates numerous other humanitarian and
peacekeeping functions.

Many individuals concerned about the funding of the United Nations have contacted me with their
concerns. 1 appreciate your interest in this matter and I have supported the payment of US
arrears to the UN. Please be assured that I will keep your views in mind as measures relating to
the UN come before the full House of Representatives.

Again, thank you sharing your concerns with me about this matter. Please do not hesitate to
contact me in the future.

Sincerely,

Meipber of Longress

Jay.Johnson@ mail house.gov
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



THE LEAGUL
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

To: The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection

From: League of Women Voters
hppleton, Wisconsin

We support changes to Wisconsin's pesticide rule that pro-
tect human health and environment. In order to protect children's
health DATCP needs to reguire elimination of pesticides from
sensitive areas 1like schools, daycare centers and playgrounds. We
also support the broader goal of reduction and prevention and be-
lieve DATCP should protect the public's right to know about
pesticide applications with adequate warning signs. To protect
families' right to know DATCP should not limit the prenotification
registry to adjacent addresses, they should instead maintain the
registry block concept.

Sue Eich
Action Vice President



My name is Terry Bergen and | am the President of the League of Women
Voters of Appleton. | am here tonight to speak to the Petition for Direct
Legislation filed with the City Clerk last Friday and which is before the City

Council tonight on a notice basis.

The petition requests the creation of an ordinance which would cap the tax levy
for City purposes at the annual rate of inflation. Any increase in the tax levy in
excess of the inflation rate with growth factor could only be achieved by a 3/4
vote of the Council if this ordinance were adopted by the city council or passed

by referendum.

The League of Women Voters supports the Strong Mayor form of city
government, the form practiced by the city under its charter ordinance. In this
form of government the mayor is the chief executive and is responsible for
carrying out the city government'’s policies, which are made by the mayor and
the council. The mayor is responsible for preparation of the budget and for

administering it after its adoption by the council.

In our opinion, this ordinance violates the Strong Mayor form of government. It
confiscates the power of budget from the mayor and from the council as well.
The budget is the primary instrument of policy for city government. We urge the
council not to alter their form of government without serious consideration of the

consequences.

League urges the citizens who signed this petition to consider alternative, more
effective means to exert their influence on government policy. League is
supportive of the petitioners’ desire to minimize the tax burden on this
community, however we believe that this method is flawed and is in conflict with
the democratic process. There is an assumption implied in the ordinance that

government may be put on automatic pilot by its constituents - by capping taxing



level and leaving the policy makers to just make do within those parameters. In
reality government policy requires constant analysis of costs and benefits of city
services and available resources to fund them. Good government also requires

active participation by the electorate on an on-going basis.

The city government of Appleton has always been and remains completely
accessible to its citizens. The public has an opportunity to speak at every city
meeting or it may easily communicate its opinions directly to individual aldermen
or the mayor on issues regarding the tax levy and the level of city services that it
requireg,(,

/

7 Ahdividual citizens have the opportunity to serve their community as elected
ofﬂmal)PoIltlcat\omce in local government |M,lﬁen to all regardless of personal
financial resources o&pohtlcal afﬂllatlons tiut rarely is this privilege exercised.
Yesterday was the f|||ng deadllne for C|ty council candidates and 4 wards have
candidates who are runnlng_un pposed for office. The signatories of this
petition would better e‘erve» the community and principles of sound government if
they actively partjeib’eted in the established democratic process.

The League of Women Voters opposes&thl Ir’%gsed ordinance and willpursue
E\o\leﬁcal action to ensure |ts defeat Thank you for this opportmsfiefa%
before you tonight on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Appleton.



ACTION IN YOUR NAME

Local action has continued with League statements in favor of
further consideration of the transit center/parking ramp idea.
Leaqgque is a long-time proponent of mass transit as an
environmentally sound means of managing transportation.

Moreover, we suppoart the weather-proofing for elderly and other
weather-sensitive passengers wanting tc go downtown or needing to
transfer downtown, to say nothing of others who would use the bus
even more 1f it were more convenient. {(Washington’'s metro system
is so convenient and parking such a hassle you’d be a fool NOT to
use it.} Call your local councilperson to encourage them to
purzue thi=s opportunity if at all feasible.

At a special July board meeting, your local board decided not to
support the proposed county vehicle user fee of %25 based oh our
suppart of progressive rather than regressjive taxes. We do
appreciate John Schreiter's creative approach to moving the total
burden of taxes from the property tax, and we do support the
concept of user fees,. We also appreciate the decreasing federal
manies and the increasing needs for services in areas we DO
support, such as thase in the human services area, However, we
did not feel that this was a true user’s fee;, as would be a toll
road system, and we also felt that it wmade no real concessions to
ability to pay or actual use of roads. A League statement will
be made at the public hearing, and we encourage individuals to
contact her/his county supervisor.

The s=chool board is being encouraged to maintain maintenance
items as regular ilteme in the budget rather than a= additions to
referenda. Thi=s is being done in light of our local support
position for regular, ongoing building maintenance. An argument
cah be made that large roof repairs, etc. can be better financed
through bonding, but if we were to support maintenance planned
and executed through similar referenda ad infinitum, that hardly
seems like sound budgetary planning as League defines it. Call
Don Brown and other school board representatives if you feel the
same.

That brings us to PIC, the Private Industry Council. They will
be responding to our criticism of new by-laws that do not ensure
public accountability, and they will al=so forward ocur comments to
the state bureaucracy. Ask Barb Grant or Bette Defferding ¥for
more in-depth details, and let Bette know if you are interested
in following this organization as it uses publie funds to provide
job training for womwmen, minorities, handicapped, and economically
disadvantaged members of a three-county area.




I'M Mrs, Jerold Winzenz representing the League of Women Voters
Of Appleton.

The League of Women Voters of Appleton has recently completed a

study on city finances during which we examined and evaluated

budgeting and bonding procedures in Appleton, As a result of our
study, League members came to the conclusion that bond issues generally
should not be voted on in a publiec referendum, and that elected
officials are given the pewer to make the necessary decisions on
bonding. An adequate safeguard against excessive bonding is provided

through the citizens' power to initiate a referendum by petition.

There are many reasons for the officials to retain this power,

First, the public officials are more fully informed om the community's
level of bonded indebtedness, the current cost of money for municipal
projects, and the rate at which our bonds are bedhg retired. Second,
the officials are able to balance the needs of the entire city and

to schedule the order in which bonding will be done. Further, if
enough citizens truly believe that any bond issue is excessive or

unnecessaryl machinery exists to initiate a referendum,
{f,(’? \{{‘:-:.-.'..— - L .’/ _4/ v o -

A

The League of Women Voters of Appleton hopes you will carefully
consider this and decided not to recommend referendum bonding to the
Fiscal Control Board or to the Commen Council, The responsibility

of bonding for the city should rest with its elected officials,

Any questions?
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Filve years ago, the fppleton Lesgue of women Voters
begen » 8tudy of land use dscisicn making in the city of
Appleton. 4 yerr later we canpe out with s reperit which

we 8till think 18 & very pood one and ve sre hapry to see
that some of cur 1dess ars nov bheing csrried gut.

L wanl to mention (briefly) ihree of our conclusions.

The first ome, of course, 18 that the Lsrgue belleves
thet our downtown must remain az the centsr of oun communliy
ilfe. if we have us center, we will lose much of what
makes Appleton such & great plece to 1ive in -« we will lose
8 samae of oﬂmm%ﬁity’ & zortinuliy sense of eaptinuity that

{ ﬂ,—_{
1= se 1mpertaat t; us,(ana our gwE grand chiléren snd sup
grand parents) and we will lote = Beunse of commliment to a
common cause,

e want to see lowntown Ap leton Zept a8 our business
ﬂjand commercial center as well ae gur governmontal conter -
v%.ﬂingle piuaseant geggraphlesl srea around whilch the 1ite
and energy of our oity revolvewm,

®e do not bslleve that our dewniowa ana be malntalend
if a shopring mell 42 bullt in Srant “nuto. e d¢ not
belisve that good mmkeER businesz out thers will tring more
businesa, uore customers, iuvu aowntown Apriston. 0f the

that an outside mall
contrary, the experience of other citles bes shown/4ould
be fatal to our bustling downtown ag we see it now, I am
ot golng to go inte the sconomics

The ivague's second concern ls that of Baving energy.
Needless to say, parilcularly in thls zind of waether, it is
very much on our minde, We have a commliment to our wo santry
to help save energy in sny way jossible, And we have a

commi tment to the voterg, to ail cltizens 4o hely then make

1.



2.,

Gh 4 s in o b, e
eoconomies in energy consumption., Constructing a@@&li nﬁttkﬁnx
#ppXaton in the comnfields opuiside of Appletony-~s mell designed
not for Appléton raﬁiéeﬁta but for nelghboring amall towns
within » »xREmE ﬂ;éiy mile rediusse~ contructing sBuch 2 mall,
is reelly violatlng governmmont suggestions aboutl energy con-
sumptlon. New bulldinge mean more saergy for heai, lipht and
alrennditlioning snd therefore more expense 1o U8 == to the
conaumers, I just read thst next summer there may be another
shortage of gasoline - surely, bullding 2 shopplng center de-
penéant/ggﬂgégtg%gnﬁpﬁrtatioﬁ s@ama/%ery short ai@ﬁfﬁéﬁéecisien
on the pari of ithe devslopers, EEIFTUXmMERIIGRXBMINXXHN

The Lesgue's final, although not ihe leset tmrortant,
recommendation, 18 that all plsmning for ihe future of “ppleton
should be in the public domain. There ahould be open communi-
cation smong the different elements of the clty -~ smell re-
tallers, depertmeni stores, blg buaiueasf;égwﬁramﬁnt, rlanners,
fnd above all, we advoecste, as always, citizen perticipetion,

#nG thet 18 why I #m 8o dellghtea to be heve d% today,

It 1le exbhilerating to realize that the Ssve lownltown Commitiee
krxE hag four end a half thoussnd wmembers - veople who are
vitally concerned about what 1B kmmE zoing to hsvpsn to

our 6liy. S0 ... buy buttons snd balloone andé bumper

stickers and help oput your eity. Thanmk you



