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September 15, 1998
Dear Editor:

One of the community's major assets, the Fox River, is contaminated with PCB's; about that,
there is no dispute. What is at dispute is how to handle the problem. Further, because the
solution will affect the community now and into the future, all of us have a right - even an
obligation - to provide input to the decision making bodies.

To assist citizens in giving informed input — input based on fact rather that on slogans and catch
phrases — a public informational meeting, “the ABC’s of PCB's: Options for Cleaning up the Lower
Fox,” is being held at 6:30 PM on Thursday, September 24, at the University of Wisconsin-Fox
Valley field house. The focus of the meeting that is co-sponsored by the Appleton League of
Women Voters, The UW-Fox Valley, WLUK FOX 11 and Time Warner Cable, will be unfiltered
presentations by representatives of both the government agencies and the paper companies of
their recommendations for handling the problem. Time will be allotted during the meeting for
questions from the audience.

To insure that its information is disseminated as widely as possible, WLUK FOX 11 will televise
the mesting live. In addition, Time Warner Cable will tape the meeting for re-broadcast later, and
the Public Libraries will have copies of the Time Warner tape available to be borrowed.

On behaif of the four co-sponsoring organizations, | urge residents of the Fox Valley to take
advantage of this opportunity to get information in on the clean-up options direct from the experts.
| further urge everyone, having gotten this information, io consider it and to use the comment
periods still available.

It's our river and our community. We are going to have to live with the decisions made for a long,
long time. | hope to see many area residents on September 24",

Debra Cronmiller
President
League of Women Voters of Appleton



Dear

As a league member you probably are aware that we support cam-
paign finance reform and are working diligently to acheive
meaningful change. In the next few weeks, we need to let our
congressional leaders know our position. We are asking you

to call or write our senators and representatives about this
matter. Enclosed is information to help you write or call.

I would very much appreciate knowing that you followed
through with this action. You may contact me @ 733-4823 if
vou have any questions.

Thank you for your help and support.

Sue Eich

Action Vice President
Appleton League of Women Voters
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HWisconsin State Senate

April 28, 1999

Sue Eich

Appleton League of Women Voters
88 Crestview Drive

Appleton, WI 54915

Dear Sue:

Thank you for your letter supporting state funding for the Badgerlink
program. A number of area residents have contacted me with concerns
similar to yours.

As you know, Governor Thompson did not propose funding for
Badgerlink in his original state budget bill proposal. The Governor has
modified his position and now favors funding the Badgerlink Program.

The Joint Committee on Finance is currently reviewing the state budget
bill. It is my understanding there will be an effort to fund Badgerlink in
committee. I want you to know that I share your concern and am
supportive of the eflorts to fund Badgerlink, which I consider to be a very
valuable program. Rest assured I will work to see that Badgerlink is
funded as the budget bill continues to work its way through the
legislative process.

Please let me know if you have any further comments or concerns.
Thanks again for writing. It was good to hear from you.

Sincerely,

State Senator
19th Senate District

District Office: 101 West Canal Strect, Neenah, WI 54956 « 920-751-4801
Capitol Office: P.O. Box 78582, Madison, WI 53707-7882 « 608-266-0718
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P.O. BOX 8952 « MADISON, WI 53708

April 28, 1999

Sue Eich
88 Crestview Drive
Appleton, Wisconsin 54915

Dear Sue:

Thank you for contacting me about your concerns about proposed Badgerlink
funding.

I have good news to report on Badgerlink. The governor has released information
stating that Badgerlink will be funded at be operational for the next two years. Enclosed
with the letter will be the press release stating this fact.

In addition, 1 strongly believe that our K-12 education is very important. 1
continue to support the state’s 2/3 commitment to schools to make education equal for
all. Our young people are an important part of our future because they becoming the
doctors, lawyers, workers and leaders of America’s next century. When this issue before
me, I will take your valuable opinions and comments under serious advisement.

Thank you again fgf contacting me. If you have any other concerns problems or
would like to express yoyf opinions on an issue, please feel free to contact my office or
me in the futore.

Steve Wieckert
State Representative

Enc.

% Printed am recycled paper

Misconsin State Assemhly



April 28, 1999

The Honorable Tommy G. Thompson
Governor of Wisconsin

PO Box 7863

Madison, Wisconsin 53707-7863

Dear Governor Thompson:

The League of Women Voters of Appleton strongly supports the W2 budget recommendation
of reduction in co-pay for child care from 16% to 12%.

We definitely encourage a system geared to individuals and families that is more supportive than
just a light touch.

Sincerely yours,

Sue Eich
Action Vice-President
League of Women Voters of Appleton



April 20, 1999

Dear Council Member;

The League of Women Voters of Appleton is encouraging you to support funding for
BadgerLink. This program was not included in the biennial budget proposal recently
released from the governor's office.

BadgerLink is a Web-based data base of 4000 magazines and newspapers which has been
available to Wisconsin citizens at their businesses, homes, schools, and libraries since

August 1998. The grant project began with a one-time federal grant administered by the
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction. The grant ends December 31, 1999, and, without
state funding, libraries will lose access to the database unless they subscribe individually with
local dollars.

The cost effectiveness of this program is great. The single statewide contract provides substantial
savings to 381 public libraries, nearly 2000 school libraries, 79 academic libraries and 451
special libraries in Wisconsin. Subscriptions to this service on a library to library basis would be
at least 30 times more expensive than providing it by the state. Please support the Department of
Public Instructions proposal to fund BadgerLink over the next biennium.

Sincerely,

£ "\ «
XA 5(’6‘//6
Sue Fich

Action Vice-President
Appleton League of Women Voters
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202) 225-5665
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LIVESTOCK, DAIRY, AND POULTRY DISTRICT OFFICES:

Congress of the Wnited Drates 2111, ROADWAY

GREEN BAY, WI 54303
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TRANSPORTATION AND Aouse of Representatives e
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AND MARITIME TRANSPORTATION {920} 731-7586

SUBCOMMITTEE ON
WATER RESOURCES AND ENVIRCNMENT

April 29, 1998

Ms. Susan Eich
88 Crestview Drive
Appleton, Wisconsin 54915

Dear Ms. Eich:

Thank you for sharing your concerns with me about United States membership in the United
Nations. I appreciate your concern in this matter.

As you may know, the founders of the United Nations gathered at San Francisco in 1945 with the
intent to establish a mechanism to maintain peace and establish security in a changing world.
They knew they would be unable to abolish war forever but believed this was the best way to
resolve conflicts and differences between nations. I believe that the UN has provided an effective
forum for nations to gather and work through disputes in a civil manner. The UN has not always
been the most efficient forum, but has definitely provided a starting point for nations to begin
resolving their conflicts.

On Thursday, June 5, 1997, 1 voted against measures to remove the U.S. from the UN. 1 believe
that the UN is a very valuable and effective foreign policy tool for the U.S. The UN promotes
and protects human rights, assists refugees and migration efforts, promotes international trade,
purchases millions of dollars of U.S. farm products for food aid, provides a forum for opposing
nations to work through agreements, and operates numerous other humanitarian and
peacekeeping functions.

Many individuals concerned about the funding of the United Nations have contacted me with their
concerns. 1 appreciate your interest in this matter and I have supported the payment of US
arrears to the UN. Please be assured that I will keep your views in mind as measures relating to
the UN come before the full House of Representatives.

Again, thank you sharing your concerns with me about this matter. Please do not hesitate to
contact me in the future.

Sincerely,

Meipber of Longress

Jay.Johnson@ mail house.gov
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER



THE LEAGUL
OF WOMEN VOTERS

P.O. Box 1281
Appleton, Wisconsin 54912-1281

To: The Department of Agriculture, Trade and Consumer
Protection

From: League of Women Voters
hppleton, Wisconsin

We support changes to Wisconsin's pesticide rule that pro-
tect human health and environment. In order to protect children's
health DATCP needs to reguire elimination of pesticides from
sensitive areas 1like schools, daycare centers and playgrounds. We
also support the broader goal of reduction and prevention and be-
lieve DATCP should protect the public's right to know about
pesticide applications with adequate warning signs. To protect
families' right to know DATCP should not limit the prenotification
registry to adjacent addresses, they should instead maintain the
registry block concept.

Sue Eich
Action Vice President



My name is Terry Bergen and | am the President of the League of Women
Voters of Appleton. | am here tonight to speak to the Petition for Direct
Legislation filed with the City Clerk last Friday and which is before the City

Council tonight on a notice basis.

The petition requests the creation of an ordinance which would cap the tax levy
for City purposes at the annual rate of inflation. Any increase in the tax levy in
excess of the inflation rate with growth factor could only be achieved by a 3/4
vote of the Council if this ordinance were adopted by the city council or passed

by referendum.

The League of Women Voters supports the Strong Mayor form of city
government, the form practiced by the city under its charter ordinance. In this
form of government the mayor is the chief executive and is responsible for
carrying out the city government'’s policies, which are made by the mayor and
the council. The mayor is responsible for preparation of the budget and for

administering it after its adoption by the council.

In our opinion, this ordinance violates the Strong Mayor form of government. It
confiscates the power of budget from the mayor and from the council as well.
The budget is the primary instrument of policy for city government. We urge the
council not to alter their form of government without serious consideration of the

consequences.

League urges the citizens who signed this petition to consider alternative, more
effective means to exert their influence on government policy. League is
supportive of the petitioners’ desire to minimize the tax burden on this
community, however we believe that this method is flawed and is in conflict with
the democratic process. There is an assumption implied in the ordinance that

government may be put on automatic pilot by its constituents - by capping taxing



level and leaving the policy makers to just make do within those parameters. In
reality government policy requires constant analysis of costs and benefits of city
services and available resources to fund them. Good government also requires

active participation by the electorate on an on-going basis.

The city government of Appleton has always been and remains completely
accessible to its citizens. The public has an opportunity to speak at every city
meeting or it may easily communicate its opinions directly to individual aldermen
or the mayor on issues regarding the tax levy and the level of city services that it
requireg,(,

/

7 Ahdividual citizens have the opportunity to serve their community as elected
ofﬂmal)PoIltlcat\omce in local government |M,lﬁen to all regardless of personal
financial resources o&pohtlcal afﬂllatlons tiut rarely is this privilege exercised.
Yesterday was the f|||ng deadllne for C|ty council candidates and 4 wards have
candidates who are runnlng_un pposed for office. The signatories of this
petition would better e‘erve» the community and principles of sound government if
they actively partjeib’eted in the established democratic process.

The League of Women Voters opposes&thl Ir’%gsed ordinance and willpursue
E\o\leﬁcal action to ensure |ts defeat Thank you for this opportmsfiefa%
before you tonight on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Appleton.



ACTION IN YOUR NAME

Local action has continued with League statements in favor of
further consideration of the transit center/parking ramp idea.
Leaqgque is a long-time proponent of mass transit as an
environmentally sound means of managing transportation.

Moreover, we suppoart the weather-proofing for elderly and other
weather-sensitive passengers wanting tc go downtown or needing to
transfer downtown, to say nothing of others who would use the bus
even more 1f it were more convenient. {(Washington’'s metro system
is so convenient and parking such a hassle you’d be a fool NOT to
use it.} Call your local councilperson to encourage them to
purzue thi=s opportunity if at all feasible.

At a special July board meeting, your local board decided not to
support the proposed county vehicle user fee of %25 based oh our
suppart of progressive rather than regressjive taxes. We do
appreciate John Schreiter's creative approach to moving the total
burden of taxes from the property tax, and we do support the
concept of user fees,. We also appreciate the decreasing federal
manies and the increasing needs for services in areas we DO
support, such as thase in the human services area, However, we
did not feel that this was a true user’s fee;, as would be a toll
road system, and we also felt that it wmade no real concessions to
ability to pay or actual use of roads. A League statement will
be made at the public hearing, and we encourage individuals to
contact her/his county supervisor.

The s=chool board is being encouraged to maintain maintenance
items as regular ilteme in the budget rather than a= additions to
referenda. Thi=s is being done in light of our local support
position for regular, ongoing building maintenance. An argument
cah be made that large roof repairs, etc. can be better financed
through bonding, but if we were to support maintenance planned
and executed through similar referenda ad infinitum, that hardly
seems like sound budgetary planning as League defines it. Call
Don Brown and other school board representatives if you feel the
same.

That brings us to PIC, the Private Industry Council. They will
be responding to our criticism of new by-laws that do not ensure
public accountability, and they will al=so forward ocur comments to
the state bureaucracy. Ask Barb Grant or Bette Defferding ¥for
more in-depth details, and let Bette know if you are interested
in following this organization as it uses publie funds to provide
job training for womwmen, minorities, handicapped, and economically
disadvantaged members of a three-county area.




I'M Mrs, Jerold Winzenz representing the League of Women Voters
Of Appleton.

The League of Women Voters of Appleton has recently completed a

study on city finances during which we examined and evaluated

budgeting and bonding procedures in Appleton, As a result of our
study, League members came to the conclusion that bond issues generally
should not be voted on in a publiec referendum, and that elected
officials are given the pewer to make the necessary decisions on
bonding. An adequate safeguard against excessive bonding is provided

through the citizens' power to initiate a referendum by petition.

There are many reasons for the officials to retain this power,

First, the public officials are more fully informed om the community's
level of bonded indebtedness, the current cost of money for municipal
projects, and the rate at which our bonds are bedhg retired. Second,
the officials are able to balance the needs of the entire city and

to schedule the order in which bonding will be done. Further, if
enough citizens truly believe that any bond issue is excessive or

unnecessaryl machinery exists to initiate a referendum,
{f,(’? \{{‘:-:.-.'..— - L .’/ _4/ v o -

A

The League of Women Voters of Appleton hopes you will carefully
consider this and decided not to recommend referendum bonding to the
Fiscal Control Board or to the Commen Council, The responsibility

of bonding for the city should rest with its elected officials,

Any questions?
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Filve years ago, the fppleton Lesgue of women Voters
begen » 8tudy of land use dscisicn making in the city of
Appleton. 4 yerr later we canpe out with s reperit which

we 8till think 18 & very pood one and ve sre hapry to see
that some of cur 1dess ars nov bheing csrried gut.

L wanl to mention (briefly) ihree of our conclusions.

The first ome, of course, 18 that the Lsrgue belleves
thet our downtown must remain az the centsr of oun communliy
ilfe. if we have us center, we will lose much of what
makes Appleton such & great plece to 1ive in -« we will lose
8 samae of oﬂmm%ﬁity’ & zortinuliy sense of eaptinuity that

{ ﬂ,—_{
1= se 1mpertaat t; us,(ana our gwE grand chiléren snd sup
grand parents) and we will lote = Beunse of commliment to a
common cause,

e want to see lowntown Ap leton Zept a8 our business
ﬂjand commercial center as well ae gur governmontal conter -
v%.ﬂingle piuaseant geggraphlesl srea around whilch the 1ite
and energy of our oity revolvewm,

®e do not bslleve that our dewniowa ana be malntalend
if a shopring mell 42 bullt in Srant “nuto. e d¢ not
belisve that good mmkeER businesz out thers will tring more
businesa, uore customers, iuvu aowntown Apriston. 0f the

that an outside mall
contrary, the experience of other citles bes shown/4ould
be fatal to our bustling downtown ag we see it now, I am
ot golng to go inte the sconomics

The ivague's second concern ls that of Baving energy.
Needless to say, parilcularly in thls zind of waether, it is
very much on our minde, We have a commliment to our wo santry
to help save energy in sny way jossible, And we have a

commi tment to the voterg, to ail cltizens 4o hely then make

1.



2.,

Gh 4 s in o b, e
eoconomies in energy consumption., Constructing a@@&li nﬁttkﬁnx
#ppXaton in the comnfields opuiside of Appletony-~s mell designed
not for Appléton raﬁiéeﬁta but for nelghboring amall towns
within » »xREmE ﬂ;éiy mile rediusse~ contructing sBuch 2 mall,
is reelly violatlng governmmont suggestions aboutl energy con-
sumptlon. New bulldinge mean more saergy for heai, lipht and
alrennditlioning snd therefore more expense 1o U8 == to the
conaumers, I just read thst next summer there may be another
shortage of gasoline - surely, bullding 2 shopplng center de-
penéant/ggﬂgégtg%gnﬁpﬁrtatioﬁ s@ama/%ery short ai@ﬁfﬁéﬁéecisien
on the pari of ithe devslopers, EEIFTUXmMERIIGRXBMINXXHN

The Lesgue's final, although not ihe leset tmrortant,
recommendation, 18 that all plsmning for ihe future of “ppleton
should be in the public domain. There ahould be open communi-
cation smong the different elements of the clty -~ smell re-
tallers, depertmeni stores, blg buaiueasf;égwﬁramﬁnt, rlanners,
fnd above all, we advoecste, as always, citizen perticipetion,

#nG thet 18 why I #m 8o dellghtea to be heve d% today,

It 1le exbhilerating to realize that the Ssve lownltown Commitiee
krxE hag four end a half thoussnd wmembers - veople who are
vitally concerned about what 1B kmmE zoing to hsvpsn to

our 6liy. S0 ... buy buttons snd balloone andé bumper

stickers and help oput your eity. Thanmk you



